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What Makes for Effective Social Studies
Instruction?

The National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS)
has outlined the primary purpose of social studies
Instruction as:
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Question 1: What would you add or amend?

help(ing) young people make informed and reasoned

decisions for the public good as citizens of a culturally P&
diverse, democratic society in an interdependent
world.

Question 2: How well does your instruction
align to this vision? In what ways?




What Makes for Effective Social Studies
Instruction?

NCSS defines excellent and effective social studies instruction as:
* meaningful * value-based * active

* integrative * challenging

Mastery of Louisiana’s social studies standards requires students
to delve deeply into content to develop and support claims with
content-specific evidence.

Question 3: How do the Louisiana’s social studies standards
relate to NCSS’ vision of effective social studies instruction?




How can we alignh our teaching to these
visions of excellence?

* One of the most effective ways we can improve our social
studies instruction is to make our lessons more student-focused:

= in our activities and examples
= in our feedback
= anything else you do to make the content “sticky”

The more personally relevant (“sticky”) we make the
content, the more likely students are to remember it.



Session Objectives

In this session, we will discuss a method we can use to improve
student learning in social studies: integrating current events to
facilitate student connections between the present and the past.

Our objectives are that:

e participants will collaboratively (by grade) identify connections
between current events and content standards.

e participants will collaboratively evaluate multiple sources for
relevant articles and documents.

* participants will consider instructional strategies to integrate
current events into next year’s lesson plans.




Topic Examples

6t Grade
Ancient World History

* influence of
geography on
humans

* religion and society

e characteristics of
civilization —
sometimes people
try to disrupt them!

* connections to
countries in the
news — where are
they now?

* new archaeological
discoveries!!!

8th Grade

Louisiana focus

interaction
between humans
and environment —
* Miss. River floods
- 1927 Great
Flood

impact of
demographic shifts
on culture
(sanctuary cities)

natural resources —
benefits and
drawbacks

tricentennial events

10th Grade

Civics

* basically
everything in the
news in 2017...

11t Grade
US History since 1865

e civil/voting rights
issues

 Korean War, Cuban
Missile Crisis, Gulf
of Tonkin (entry
into war)

e Cold War v. current
foreign relations

* Great Depression v.
modern economic
struggles

* Rise of populism v.
modern rural issues




Collaborative Task 1

With your group (by grade/subject), complete the following task:

1. Review your content standards to identify as many possible
topics or GLEs that might connect to modern events. Write your

list on the left side of the chart paper.

2. Brainstorm ideas on news topics/stories that would match those
historical events. Write them on the right side (next to topic).
e Get creative! You can probably find a story that will fit what you’re thinking of.

* |f you're LA-focused, think LA stories. If you’re US-focused, think US. If you're
anything else, the world is your oyster!

3. When I give the signal, we’'ll rotate and review another group’s
ideas.



How do we teach with this?

What instructional methods can we
use to make these articles “sticky”?

TURN AND TALK




Collaborative Task 2
With your group (by grade/subject), complete the following task:

1. Review your new list of ideas. Work as a group to find at least
ONE article for THREE different topics on your list.

* Write down the sources that you found in the section at the bottom of
the page.

2. Brainstorm ideas on additional sources that you will monitor for
new articles that relate to your content.

3. When | give the signal, we’ll rotate again and review another
group’s ideas.



Next Steps

* What are the next steps to integrate
this type of thinking into your
classroom(s)?

» What will it require from you during
the summer?

» What will it require during the next
school year (and beyond)?




Reviewing the Session Objectives
Did we meet our objectives during this session?

Our objectives were that:

e participants would collaboratively (by grade) identify connections
between current events and content standards.

e participants would collaboratively evaluate multiple sources for
relevant articles and documents.

e participants would consider instructional strategies to integrate
current events into next year’s lesson plans.

If we missed anything — or you want to explore something
more deeply — 1 will be available after the session...



QUESTIONS?




