Humanities Amped: Humanizing Education and the Teaching Profession
Workshop at Teacher Leader 2017
Presented by Destiny Cooper and Anna West
Humanities Amped Teachers at McKinley Senior High School in East Baton Rouge Parish 

Workshop Agenda

I. Welcome, Objectives, Outcomes

II. Video—  Forward Arts & Humanities Amped: Humanizing Education

III. Intro Cycle of Critical Praxis

IV. Step 1: Identify the Problem

V. Step 2: Research the Problem

VI. Step 3: Develop a Collective Plan of Action

VII. Step 4: Implement the Collective Plan of Action

VIII. Step 5: Evaluate the Efficacy of the Action Plan


Vision Board: What is humanized education? Create a vision board that communicated your answer to this question. Use any combination of drawings, cut-out pictures, words, phrases, lyrics—any visual or verbal art—to communicate your vision. Consider the spaces, people, desired outcomes, and materials that contribute to your vision. Don’t filter your thoughts based on what you think is possible; create a vision for what you ultimately desire, no holds barred.
Real/Ideal/Transition Image Game (From Augusto Boal’s Games 185-186) This is an image exercise in which a group of people uses their bodies to create two sculptures. The first is a “real” image of what dehumanization looks like in schools. The group then sculpts an “ideal” image where no one feels dehumanized.  Using handclaps to mark transitions, the participants move from the “real” image to the “ideal” image. The point of the exercise is to identify what kind of labor is involved in moving from “real” to “ideal.”  

Humanities Amped at McKinley Senior High School is a collaboration between East Baton Rouge Parish School System and the LSU English Department. In the words of Kaiya Smith, graduate of the first Humanities Amped class, “The goal of the class is to amplify student learning through inquiry that is grounded in both critical and creative thinking with community involvement.” Humanities Amped started in 2014 and has grown each year. We now offer English, social studies, and elective classes to 150 McKinley students. It is our commitment is to raise a generation of civic leaders who know how to use research, writing, and citizenship to transform critical social issues. We believe that this is what education should be about: young people analyzing the world they live in, and working together alongside supportive adults to change it.
[bookmark: _GoBack]www.humanitiesamped.com
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