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A Closer Look

ELA Guidebooks is a curriculum for whole-class instruction. Made by teachers for teachers, the 
guidebook units ensure all students can read, understand, and express their understanding of 
complex grade-level texts.

Teachers across the state began work on the guidebooks in the spring of 2013 and have continued 
to improve them to provide Louisiana teachers with a high-quality, affordable curricular option.

ELA Guidebooks units are a coherent set of plans focused on real learning grounded in a 
collection of texts. Each text collection has a shared idea, such as the American Revolution, 
and contains authentic texts and novels commonly celebrated by teachers and students. 
Students engage with the texts and ideas repeatedly throughout a unit to build knowledge and 
tackle big ideas.

Support is central to the design of ELA Guidebooks. Student-friendly slides create a consistent 
structure across all grades and lessons, which help students and teachers stay on track  
and work toward a series of unit assessments aligned to end-of-year expectations. Student look-fors 
and example responses set the bar for quality student work.
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Read the Pilot 
Feedback Report 
to learn about 
Louisiana teachers’ 
experiences with 
ELA Guidebooks.
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Watch a video 
of a Louisiana 
classroom to learn 
how guidebooks 
improve learning.

WHAT ARE PEOPLE SAYING ABOUT THE GUIDEBOOKS?
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“I would wholeheartedly endorse the use of 
guidebooks in schools where administrators 
want to ensure effective and efficient delivery 
of standards. Guidebooks have provided the 
foundation upon which we continue to build a 
strong curriculum that responds to students’ 
interests/needs. The guidebooks are especially 
valuable for new and struggling teachers.” 

- Louisiana principal

“Students love the texts; they 
are engaged and excited, but the 
best thing about the guidebook is 
everything builds and connects. I’ve 
seen real growth in my students.” 

- Louisiana teacher

“I liked the consistency of 
knowing what to expect.” 

- Louisiana student

“The guidebook helped me 
expand my writing skills 
and allowed me to work on 
them throughout the day.”

- Louisiana student

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/k-12-ela-unit-plan-text-list-(xlsx).xlsx?sfvrsn=2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/ela-guidebooks-2-0-feedback-report.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/ela-guidebooks-2-0-feedback-report.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://youtu.be/h7CDL9EaL24


WHAT COMES WITH THE ELA GUIDEBOOKS?
Each ELA Guidebooks unit comes with three unit assessments and approximately 40 classroom-ready daily lessons on an online 
platform. Because the lessons include everything a teacher needs to teach, teachers can focus on adjusting the lesson supports so all 
students meet the lesson and unit assessment goals, instead of spending time finding something to teach.  

The lessons include many resources:

2 Student-friendly slides 3 Teaching notes with directions,  
guiding questions, and student look-fors 4 Blank and completed student handouts 5 Daily formative assessments

HOW DO I ACCESS AND PURCHASE  
ELA Guidebooks?
The guidebooks are easy to access and use. With an open license (CC BY 4.0), the units can be used, adapted, shared, and printed 
without any permission needed. To implement ELA Guidebooks, teachers will need access to the units, the books, additional texts, 
student materials, and training. All decisions about access are local decisions.

View detailed information on how to access guidebook materials and communicate with schools and teachers.

For additional information about ELA Guidebooks, access the Louisiana Department of Education’s ELA Guidebooks webpage or 
contact classroomsupporttoolbox@la.gov.
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http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/access-ela-guidebook-texts.pdf
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/ela-guidebooks
mailto:classroomsupporttoolbox%40la.gov?subject=classroomsupporttoolbox%40la.gov

