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W
hat is the ques�on?
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D
uring the D

iscussion
Take notes and record the claim

s, evidence, and explana�ons shared during the discussion.

Claim
Evidence and Explana�on

2
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Claim
Evidence and Explana�on
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Based on your notes, sum
m

arize the discussion, including the points of agreem
ent and disagreem

ent am
ong your peers.
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Culm
ina�ng Task Prom

pt

How
 does Achebe develop and use a secondary character to convey a them

e about m
ul�ple stories in Things Fall Apart?

W
rite a literary analysis in w

hich you state your response and logically and suffi
ciently support your response w

ith claim
s. Support your

claim
s w

ith relevant textual evidence, including direct quota�ons w
ith parenthe�cal cita�ons. U

se correct and effec�ve w
ords, phrases,

syntax, usage, and m
echanics to clearly com

m
unicate your analysis.

 Be sure to:
Sum

m
arize the secondary character’s experiences and m

o�va�ons in the novel.
Explain how

 the secondary character represents and/or expresses a sim
ilar or different perspec�ve from

 O
konkw

o and how
 the tw

o
character’s interac�ons contribute to the events of the novel.
Determ

ine and analyze the developm
ent of a them

e that is revealed through the story of the secondary character and the character’s
rela�onship to O

konkw
o’s story.
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Preview
 the Culm

inating Task Prom
pt

Read the culm
ina�ng task prom

pt. Then answ
er the ques�ons.

W
hat is the focus of the culm

ina�ng task? W
hat do you already know

 about the focus?
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W
hat ques�ons do you have about the culm

ina�ng task?
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W
hat do you need to know

 to be successful on the culm
ina�ng task?
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W
hat skills do you need to build in the guidebook unit to be successful w

hen you com
plete the culm

ina�ng task?
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W
hat habits do you need to prac�ce in the guidebook unit to be successful w

hen you com
plete the culm

ina�ng task?
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Brainstorm
Read the culm

ina�ng task prom
pt. Review

 the texts, notes, and tools you’ve w
orked w

ith throughout the unit. Then answ
er the ques�ons to

determ
ine a focus for your w

ork.

W
hich secondary character w

ill you w
rite about?

U
noka

N
w

oye
Ikem

efuna
O

bierika
Ekw

efi
Ezinm

a
Chielo
U

chendu
M

r. Brow
n

Reverend Jam
es Sm

ith
The District Com

m
issioner
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W
hat are the m

ain details of the secondary character’s story?
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How
 does the secondary character interact w

ith O
konkw

o? Are those interac�ons generally posi�ve or nega�ve?
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W
hat them

e does Things Fall Apart reveal through the secondary character’s and O
konkw

o’s stories?
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Thesis Statem
ent

Based on your brainstorm
ing and the tools and notes you have gathered throughout the unit, answ

er the culm
ina�ng task prom

pt in one or
tw

o sentences. This is your response. Be sure your response is specific and appropriate to the culm
ina�ng task and can be supported by

evidence.
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_
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_
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_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

List possible suppor�ng claim
s for your response.

1. _
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

2. _
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

3. _
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

4. _
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_10



Culm
inating Task Tool
10D

3_S1_L1_A
5_C

W

 

A thesis statem
ent sum

m
arizes the response of your w

ork and orients the reader to the organiza�on of your w
ork. W

rite a thesis statem
ent. As

needed, use the sentence fram
es to w

rite your thesis statem
ent.

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
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_
_
_
_
_
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_
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_
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_
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_
_
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_

Thesis statem
ent fram

e _
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

(SECO
N

DARY CHARACTER) presents a sim
ilar/different perspec�ve than O

konkw
o, w

hich
                                   
reveals the them

e _
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

.

Thesis statem
ent fram

e

In Things Fall Apart, Chinua Achebe develops the secondary character _
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

w
ho interacts  w

ith O
konkw

o and m
akes the novel m

ore than a “single story” about him
, revealing the them

e

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
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G
ather Evidence

Gather evidence and iden�fy the suppor�ng claim
s to include in your analysis. U

se the charts to help you. Rem
em

ber to cite your evidence
using M

LA form
at.

Evidence + Parenthe�cal Cita�on
How

 does this evidence support m
y claim

?

Suppor�ng
claim

 one:
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Evidence + Cita�on
How

 does this evidence support m
y claim

?

Suppor�ng
claim

 tw
o:
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Evidence + Cita�on
How

 does this evidence support m
y claim

?

Suppor�ng
claim

 three:
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Evidence + Cita�on
How

 does this evidence support m
y claim

?

Suppor�ng
claim

 four:
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O
utlining

O
utline your essay by using each suppor�ng claim

 as the focus of each suppor�ng paragraph. Consider the ques�ons and prom
pts and record

the notes and ideas that you w
ill include in the dra� of your essay.

I. Introduc�on
How

 w
ill you engage the reader?

W
hat is your response to the prom

pt?
W

hat is your thesis statem
ent?

N
otes and Ideas
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II. Suppor�ng Paragraph O
ne

Based on your thesis statem
ent, w

hat is the focus of the paragraph?
W

rite your topic sentence. Be sure your topic sentence connects to your thesis statem
ent.

W
hat evidence w

ill you provide? How
 does that evidence relate to the topic sentence?

N
otes and Ideas
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III. Suppor�ng Paragraph Tw
o

Based on your thesis statem
ent, w

hat is the focus of the paragraph?
W

rite your topic sentence. Be sure your topic sentence connects to your thesis statem
ent.

W
hat evidence w

ill you provide? How
 does that evidence relate to the topic sentence?

N
otes and Ideas
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IV. Suppor�ng Paragraph Three
Based on your thesis statem

ent, w
hat is the focus of the paragraph?

W
rite your topic sentence. Be sure your topic sentence connects to your thesis statem

ent.
W

hat evidence w
ill you provide? How

 does that evidence relate to the topic sentence?

N
otes and Ideas
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V. Suppor�ng Paragraph Four
Based on your thesis statem

ent, w
hat is the focus of the paragraph?

W
rite your topic sentence. Be sure your topic sentence connects to your thesis statem

ent.
W

hat evidence w
ill you provide? How

 does that evidence relate to the topic sentence?

N
otes and Ideas
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VI. Suppor�ng Paragraph Five
Based on your thesis statem

ent, w
hat is the focus of the paragraph?

W
rite your topic sentence. U

se the fram
e as needed. Be sure your topic sentence connects to your thesis statem

ent.
W

hat evidence w
ill you provide? How

 does that evidence relate to the topic sentence?

N
otes and Ideas
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VII. Conclusion
How

 w
ill you connect the conclusion to the rest of the essay?

Sum
m

arize your response and your suppor�ng claim
s.

W
hat aspects of your response did you not explore but could be explored?

How
 does your response connect to other ideas?

N
otes and Ideas
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Deepen your understanding of Umuofia around 1900. Take note of details about Umuofia in Things Fall
Apart and analyze the rela�onships among those details. Explain what the details reveal about the
se�ng. As needed, read the background informa�on a�er the chart to support your work.

In the Observa�on column, record details and evidence about Umuofia. Be sure to include
correct parenthe�cal cita�ons for evidence.

In the Conclusion column, analyze the rela�onships among the details. Explain what your
observa�ons reveal about Umuofia, including its structure, customs, and culture.

Observa�on Conclusion
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Observa�on Conclusion
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Observa�on Conclusion
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Background Information
Igbo Villages

Umuofia is one of nine fic�onal villages in the Ibo clan of West Africa in the late 19th century. The other
villages are Mbaino, Ezimili, Abame, Aninta, Ire, Umueru, Umuachi, and Obodoani or Umunso. Each
village is further divided into an obi or a compound for each family.

While the Umuofia is structured differently and its ci�zens engage in different cultural prac�ces than
many of us do today, it is a structured civiliza�on with many of the same features of modern-day ci�es
and towns.

Some of the main characteris�cs of a civiliza�on are centralized government, organized religion,
economy and job specializa�on, system of tribute, food surplus, infrastructure planning, trade,
accumulated learning, and arts.

Characteris�cs of Civiliza�ons

Characteris�c Descrip�on/Defini�on

Centralized government A central authority controls people and areas; people under control
follow established laws and rules and have protec�on against enemies
from taking control; social classes exist based on various factors (e.g.,
religion, wealth, power)

Organized religion The belief system of a civiliza�on
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Characteris�c Descrip�on/Defini�on

Economy and job
specializa�on

Economy is the resources of a civiliza�on and how they produce and use
them to develop wealth that sustains and advances the civiliza�on; job
specializa�on is when individuals concentrate on a par�cular area, which
can lead to be�er produc�vity allowing for leisure �me ac�vi�es to
develop; social classes develop from job specializa�on and accumula�on
of wealth

System of tribute Collec�on of “taxes” or some kind of payment to the centralized
government to provide services; a food surplus supports a system of
tribute if food is used as tribute

Food surplus Having access to more food than a civiliza�on needs through farming,
hun�ng, etc.; this allows the civiliza�on to sustain and advance itself; the
geography of a civiliza�on o�en dictates how food is produced or
gathered (e.g., se�ling around waterways provides water for farming)

Infrastructure planning Physical and organiza�onal structures, such as buildings, roads, tombs,
etc. needed for a civiliza�on to func�on; planned roads or transporta�on
via waterways support trade and expansion, both of which help sustain
and advance a civiliza�on

Trade Exchange of a good or service for something else (typically a monetary
exchange); goods must be moved easily (e.g., via waterways or roads); a
food surplus results in trade opportuni�es

Accumulated learning Gathering of knowledge that results in achievements in communica�on
(e.g., language, wri�ng), math, science, and technology/innova�on

Arts Crea�ve and cultural expression via music, dance, sculpture,
architecture, etc.

Igbo Agriculture

“Yam, the king of crops, was a very exac�ng king” (Achebe 33).

The Igbo calendar is based on agricultural prac�ces. Since yams are planted and harvested first and
considered the “king of crops,” most of the calendar is based on plan�ng and harves�ng yams.

The new year begins in late February/early March with a fes�val. In Things Fall Apart, this is referred to
as the “Week of Peace” where individuals live in peace with others to honor the goddess of the earth
(“Ani”) before plan�ng. During the new year fes�val, the king tells the Igbo people to plant yams a�er
the first rainfall. The king also predicts what kind of plan�ng season it will be.
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Before the yam harvest, the Feast of the New Yam is held “to honor the earth goddess and the ancestral
spirits of the clan” (page 36). The celebra�on is shared across all the villages and symbolizes their
agrarian economy and dependence on the yam. It also marks a new crop, as the yams from the previous
year’s crop are discarded and the newly harvested yams are eaten.

Market week is what we refer to as a week in English. A market week has 4 market days: Eke, Oye, Afor,
and Nkwo. There are approximately 7 market weeks in a month, so each month in the Igbo calendar is
approximately 28 days.
Typical Igbo calendar

Jan. Feb. Mar. April May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.

Harma�an s
eason

Wee
k of
Peac
e

Plan�ng season Feas
t of
the
New
Yam

Harves�ng
season

Harma�an se
ason

Dry season Rainy season Dry season

Growing Yams
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Analyze the rela�onships am
ong the details of Things Fall Apart to deepen your understanding of the characters. U

se the chart to help you.

Character N
am

e
W

hat w
ords and phrases does the author use to

describe the character?
W

hat do other characters say about the character?

W
hat are the character’s thoughts and ac�ons?

W
hat m

o�vates the character to think and act in this
w

ay?
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Character N
am

e
W

hat w
ords and phrases does the author use to

describe the character?
W

hat do other characters say about the character?

W
hat are the character’s thoughts and ac�ons?

W
hat m

o�vates the character to think and act in this
w

ay?
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Character N
am

e
W

hat w
ords and phrases does the author use to

describe the character?
W

hat do other characters say about the character?

W
hat are the character’s thoughts and ac�ons?

W
hat m

o�vates the character to think and act in this
w

ay?
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Draw
 a diagram

 illustra�ng how
 the characters interact w

ith and are connected to O
konkw

o and each other in Things Fall Apart. U
se the

exam
ple to get started.
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W
hat is the ques�on?

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
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_
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_

Text: _
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
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_
_
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_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

Analyze the text. Record your responses below
.

List a detail or evidence related to the ques�on.
Include a parenthe�cal cita�on.

W
hat do you understand about the text from

 this detail or
evidence? W

hat conclusions can you draw
?

How
 do your conclusions relate to the ques�on?  
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List a detail or evidence related to the ques�on.
Include a parenthe�cal cita�on.

W
hat do you understand about the text from

 this detail or
evidence? W

hat conclusions can you draw
?

How
 do your conclusions relate to the ques�on?  
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W
hat connec�ons exist am

ong your understandings and conclusions?
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Form
 a claim

 in response to the ques�on. Rem
em

ber, a claim
 is an opinion or conclusion that is supported by evidence.
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W
hat is your claim

?
_
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_
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Gather and organize evidence to support your claim
. U

se the chart to help you. Rem
em

ber to cite your evidence using M
LA form

at.

Evidence + Parenthe�cal Cita�on
How

 does this evidence support m
y claim

?
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Evidence + Parenthe�cal Cita�on
How

 does this evidence support m
y claim

?
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Name Date

Sec�on 1: Lesson 5
Students answer the ques�on in wri�ng: How does Unoka’s rela�onship with Okonkwo influence
Okonkwo’s thoughts and ac�ons?

Reading Look-Fors ✓+
(3) ✓ (2) ✓- (1) IE (0)

How well does the student analyze the interac�ons and
rela�onship between Unoka and Okonkwo?

How well does the student analyze how Unoka’s
rela�onship with Okonkwo influences Okonkwo’s thoughts
and ac�ons?

Reading Score: ________ /6
Comments:

Score Performance Descriptors

✓+ (3) Meets Criteria: Student has successfully built the knowledge, skill, or habit indicated by
the look-for.

✓  (2) Con�nue Prac�ce: Student should con�nue building the knowledge, skill, or habit
indicated by the look-for.

✓- (1) Needs Support: Student would benefit from addi�onal instruc�on to build the
knowledge, skill, or habit indicated by the look-for.

IE  (0) Insufficient Evidence: Student did not respond to the prompt and/or did not provide
enough of a response to evaluate.
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Wri�ng Look-Fors ✓+
(3)

✓

(2)
✓-
(1)

IE
(0)

Form
claims:
Interpre�v
e/
analy�cal,
Develop
ideas: Cite
evidence,
Develop
ideas:
Integrate
quota�ons
, Use
Conven�o
ns to
Produce
Clear
Wri�ng:
Syntax

How well does the student develop and clearly
communicate a meaningful and defensible claim
that represents a valid, evidence-based analysis?

How well does the student accurately cite
evidence to develop and support ideas in the
analysis?

How well does the student integrate quota�ons
while maintaining the flow of ideas to develop and
support an analysis?

How well does the student uses correct and
effec�ve syntax to clearly communicate ideas?

Wri�ng Score: ________ /12
Comments:

Score Performance Descriptors

✓+ (3) Meets Criteria: Student has successfully built the knowledge, skill, or habit indicated by
the look-for.

✓  (2) Con�nue Prac�ce: Student should con�nue building the knowledge, skill, or habit
indicated by the look-for.

✓- (1) Needs Support: Student would benefit from addi�onal instruc�on to build the
knowledge, skill, or habit indicated by the look-for.

IE  (0) Insufficient Evidence: Student did not respond to the prompt and/or did not provide
enough of a response to evaluate.
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W
hat is the ques�on?
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Analyze the text. Record your responses below
.

List a detail or evidence related to the ques�on.
Include a parenthe�cal cita�on.

W
hat do you understand about the text from

 this detail or
evidence? W

hat conclusions can you draw
?

How
 do your conclusions relate to the ques�on?  
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List a detail or evidence related to the ques�on.
Include a parenthe�cal cita�on.

W
hat do you understand about the text from

 this detail or
evidence? W

hat conclusions can you draw
?

How
 do your conclusions relate to the ques�on?  
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W
hat connec�ons exist am

ong your understandings and conclusions?
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Form
 a claim

 in response to the ques�on. Rem
em

ber, a claim
 is an opinion or conclusion that is supported by evidence.
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W
hat is the ques�on?
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Analyze the text. Record your responses below
.

List a detail or evidence related to the ques�on.
Include a parenthe�cal cita�on.

W
hat do you understand about the text from

 this detail or
evidence? W

hat conclusions can you draw
?

How
 do your conclusions relate to the ques�on?  
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List a detail or evidence related to the ques�on.
Include a parenthe�cal cita�on.

W
hat do you understand about the text from

 this detail or
evidence? W

hat conclusions can you draw
?

How
 do your conclusions relate to the ques�on?  
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W
hat connec�ons exist am

ong your understandings and conclusions?
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Form
 a claim

 in response to the ques�on. Rem
em

ber, a claim
 is an opinion or conclusion that is supported by evidence.
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hat is the ques�on?
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Analyze the text. Record your responses below
.

List a detail or evidence related to the ques�on.
Include a parenthe�cal cita�on.

W
hat do you understand about the text from

 this detail or
evidence? W

hat conclusions can you draw
?

How
 do your conclusions relate to the ques�on?  
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List a detail or evidence related to the ques�on.
Include a parenthe�cal cita�on.

W
hat do you understand about the text from

 this detail or
evidence? W

hat conclusions can you draw
?

How
 do your conclusions relate to the ques�on?  
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hat connec�ons exist am

ong your understandings and conclusions?
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Form
 a claim

 in response to the ques�on. Rem
em

ber, a claim
 is an opinion or conclusion that is supported by evidence.
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Before the D
iscussion

Form
 Claim

s

Review
 the unit texts and your com

pleted tools and notes. As you review, record and organize your thinking as the first step in form
ing a claim

.

List a detail or evidence related to the ques�on.
Include a parenthe�cal cita�on.

W
hat do you understand about the text from

 this detail or
evidence? W

hat conclusions can you draw
?

How
 do your conclusions relate to the ques�on?  
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List a detail or evidence related to the ques�on.
Include a parenthe�cal cita�on.

W
hat do you understand about the text from

 this detail or
evidence?

W
hat conclusion(s) can you draw

?
How

 does this relate to the ques�on?  
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W
hat connec�ons exist am

ong your understandings and conclusions?
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Form
 a claim

 in response to the ques�on. Rem
em

ber, a claim
 is an opinion or conclusion that is supported by evidence.
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Gather and O
rganize Evidence

Gather and organize evidence to support your claim
. U

se the chart to help you. Rem
em

ber to cite your evidence using M
LA form

at.

Evidence + Parenthe�cal Cita�on
How

 does this evidence support m
y claim

?
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Evidence + Parenthe�cal Cita�on
How

 does this evidence support m
y claim

?
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D
uring the D

iscussion
Take notes and record the claim

s, evidence, and explana�ons shared during the discussion.

Claim
Evidence and Explana�on
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Claim
Evidence and Explana�on

Based on your notes, sum
m

arize the discussion, including the points of agreem
ent and disagreem

ent am
ong your peers.
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A
fter the D

iscussion
Reflect on U

nderstanding

Answ
er the ques�ons to reflect on how

 the discussion helped you change or support your understandings based on the claim
s, evidence, and

reasoning presented by your peers.

M
y claim

(s) prior to the discussion:
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W
hat new

 understanding have I com
e to a�er discussing the text(s)?
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As needed, revise your claim
.  
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Skill and Habit Reflec�on

Consider your contribu�ons and the contribu�ons of your peers. Rate the quality of the discussion based on the follow
ing criteria.

Strongly
agree

Agree
N

either
agree nor
disagree

Disagree
Strongly
disagree

I prepared for the discussion.
5

4
3

2
1

I contributed to the discussion.
5

4
3

2
1

I follow
ed the norm

s w
e set for the conversa�on.

5
4

3
2

1

W
hen asked, I explained m

y ideas further to m
ake

them
 clearer to others.

5
4

3
2

1

I provided evidence to support m
y ideas.

5
4

3
2

1

I used academ
ic language sim

ilar to the conversa�on
stem

s.
5

4
3

2
1
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Strongly
agree

Agree
N

either
agree nor
disagree

Disagree
Strongly
disagree

I listened to m
y peers and paid a�en�on to,

respected, and w
orked w

ith all other par�cipants in
the discussion.

5
4

3
2

1

I invited at least one peer to contribute to the
discussion.

5
4

3
2

1

I posed good ques�ons that w
ere centered on the text

or topic and that helped us think m
ore deeply.

5
4

3
2

1

I added to or challenged the ideas of m
y peers by

paying a�en�on to, acknow
ledging, and though�ully

considering new
 inform

a�on and ideas from
 others.

5
4

3
2

1

I m
ade valid and though�ul connec�ons and

com
parisons am

ong m
y ideas and those of others.

5
4

3
2

1
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Based on your reflec�ons, set a goal for the next discussion.
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Sec�on 2: Lesson 2
Students engage in a whole-class discussion: How are Okonkwo and Umuofia portrayed in part one of
Things Fall Apart?

Reading Look-Fors Discussion Look-Fors

How well does
the student
analyze how
Okonkwo
develops?

How well does
the student
analyze how the
rela�onships
among the
details develop
the culture of
Umuofia?

How well does
the student use
examples,
evidence, and
descrip�ons to
develop a
response for a
discussion?

How well does
the student use
appropriate and
purposeful
language and
strategies to
communicate to
various
audiences?

Student Name Score (✓+, ✓,
✓-, IE) and
Comments

Score (✓+, ✓,
✓-, IE) and
Comments

Score (✓+, ✓,
✓-, IE) and
Comments

Score (✓+, ✓,
✓-, IE) and
Comments
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Reading Look-Fors Discussion Look-Fors

How well does
the student
analyze how
Okonkwo
develops?

How well does
the student
analyze how the
rela�onships
among the
details develop
the culture of
Umuofia?

How well does
the student use
examples,
evidence, and
descrip�ons to
develop a
response for a
discussion?

How well does
the student use
appropriate and
purposeful
language and
strategies to
communicate to
various
audiences?

Student Name Score (✓+, ✓,
✓-, IE) and
Comments

Score (✓+, ✓,
✓-, IE) and
Comments

Score (✓+, ✓,
✓-, IE) and
Comments

Score (✓+, ✓,
✓-, IE) and
Comments
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Reading Look-Fors Discussion Look-Fors

How well does
the student
analyze how
Okonkwo
develops?

How well does
the student
analyze how the
rela�onships
among the
details develop
the culture of
Umuofia?

How well does
the student use
examples,
evidence, and
descrip�ons to
develop a
response for a
discussion?

How well does
the student use
appropriate and
purposeful
language and
strategies to
communicate to
various
audiences?

Student Name Score (✓+, ✓,
✓-, IE) and
Comments

Score (✓+, ✓,
✓-, IE) and
Comments

Score (✓+, ✓,
✓-, IE) and
Comments

Score (✓+, ✓,
✓-, IE) and
Comments

Score Performance Descriptors

✓+ (3) Meets Criteria: Student has successfully built the knowledge, skill, or habit
indicated by the look-for.

✓  (2) Con�nue Prac�ce: Student should con�nue building the knowledge, skill, or habit
indicated by the look-for.
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Score Performance Descriptors

✓- (1) Needs Support: Student would benefit from addi�onal instruc�on to build the
knowledge, skill, or habit indicated by the look-for.

IE  (0) Insufficient Evidence: Student did not respond to the prompt and/or did not
provide enough of a response to evaluate.
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W
hat is the ques�on?
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Analyze the text. Record your responses below
.

List a detail or evidence related to the ques�on.
Include a parenthe�cal cita�on.

W
hat do you understand about the text from

 this detail or
evidence? W

hat conclusions can you draw
?

How
 do your conclusions relate to the ques�on?  
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List a detail or evidence related to the ques�on.
Include a parenthe�cal cita�on.

W
hat do you understand about the text from

 this detail or
evidence? W

hat conclusions can you draw
?

How
 do your conclusions relate to the ques�on?  
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W
hat connec�ons exist am

ong your understandings and conclusions?
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Form
 a claim

 in response to the ques�on. Rem
em

ber, a claim
 is an opinion or conclusion that is supported by evidence.
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W
hat is the ques�on?
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Analyze the text. Record your responses below
.

List a detail or evidence related to the ques�on.
Include a parenthe�cal cita�on.

W
hat do you understand about the text from

 this detail or
evidence? W

hat conclusions can you draw
?

How
 do your conclusions relate to the ques�on?  
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List a detail or evidence related to the ques�on.
Include a parenthe�cal cita�on.

W
hat do you understand about the text from

 this detail or
evidence? W

hat conclusions can you draw
?

How
 do your conclusions relate to the ques�on?  
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W
hat connec�ons exist am

ong your understandings and conclusions?
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Form
 a claim

 in response to the ques�on. Rem
em

ber, a claim
 is an opinion or conclusion that is supported by evidence.
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W
hat is your claim

?
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Gather and organize evidence to support your claim
. U

se the chart to help you. Rem
em

ber to cite your evidence using M
LA form

at.

Evidence + Parenthe�cal Cita�on
How

 does this evidence support m
y claim

?
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Evidence + Parenthe�cal Cita�on
How

 does this evidence support m
y claim

?
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Name Date

Sec�on 3: Lesson 5
Students write an essay: Select a secondary character in Things Fall Apart. What is the importance of the
character's story in the novel? In your response, be sure to describe the character, summarize the
character's story, and explain the character's rela�onship to and interac�ons with Okonkwo.

Reading Look-Fors ✓+
(3) ✓ (2) ✓- (1) IE (0)

How well does the student analyze how a secondary
character develops and interacts with Okonkwo?

How well does the student evaluate the importance of the
secondary character’s story in the novel?

Reading Score: ________ /6
Comments:

Score Performance Descriptors

✓+ (3) Meets Criteria: Student has successfully built the knowledge, skill, or habit indicated by
the look-for.

✓  (2) Con�nue Prac�ce: Student should con�nue building the knowledge, skill, or habit
indicated by the look-for.

✓- (1) Needs Support: Student would benefit from addi�onal instruc�on to build the
knowledge, skill, or habit indicated by the look-for.

IE  (0) Insufficient Evidence: Student did not respond to the prompt and/or did not provide
enough of a response to evaluate.
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Wri�ng Look-Fors ✓+
(3)

✓

(2)
✓-
(1)

IE
(0)

Organize
ideas:
Thesis
statement,
Develop
ideas: Cite
evidence,
Develop
ideas:
Integrate
quota�ons
, Use
conven�on
s to
produce
clear
wri�ng

How well does the student present a response
and suppor�ng claims to guide the analysis?

How well does the student accurately cite
evidence to develop and support ideas in the
analysis?

How well does the student integrate quota�ons to
develop and support the analysis?

How well does the student use correct and
effec�ve syntax, usage, and mechanics to clearly
communicate ideas?

Wri�ng Score: ________ /12
Comments:

Score Performance Descriptors

✓+ (3) Meets Criteria: Student has successfully built the knowledge, skill, or habit indicated by
the look-for.

✓  (2) Con�nue Prac�ce: Student should con�nue building the knowledge, skill, or habit
indicated by the look-for.

✓- (1) Needs Support: Student would benefit from addi�onal instruc�on to build the
knowledge, skill, or habit indicated by the look-for.

IE  (0) Insufficient Evidence: Student did not respond to the prompt and/or did not provide
enough of a response to evaluate.
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Text: _____________________________________________

Establish understanding when you first read a text.

Ac�on Descrip�on

Read the text. Before reading the text, make note of important informa�on about the text.
Then read the text with the reading focus in mind.

React to the text. Answer the ques�ons about the text.

Ques�ons:
1. What is your first impression of this poem?
2. What s�cks out to you because it seems important or is confusing?

Why?

Take notes, answer ques�ons, and/or pose ques�on to extend your understanding
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Deepen understanding when you reread a text.

Ac�on Descrip�on

A�end to the
details in the text.

No�ce the words, phrases, sentences, and devices the author uses.

Analyze
rela�onships
among the details
in the text.

Think deeply about the details. Analyze the rela�onships among them. Pay
a�en�on to any connec�ons, pa�erns, contrasts. What do you understand
about the text from the details? Consider the elements, such as characters
and se�ng. What conclusions can you draw?

Answer the ques�ons to analyze the text.

Ques�ons:
1. What kind of event is the speaker describing? How do you know?
2. What source and/or event does Yeats allude to in the poem?
3. To whom is the source and/or event important? Why is it important?

Evaluate the
effects of the text.

Think deeply about your understandings and conclusions. What are the
resul�ng effects? How do the author’s choices contribute to the textual
effects? Consider mood, irony, symbolism, mo�f, rhetorical effects.

Determine and
analyze the
meaning, purpose,
and perspec�ve of
the text.

Think deeply about your analysis and evalua�on. What does the text mean?
What is its purpose? How do the details, elements, effects, and informa�on
contribute to your understanding of the text’s meaning?

Answer the ques�ons about the meaning of the text.

Ques�ons:
1. How does Yeats draw on the meaning of his source while also

changing it?
2. How does this contribute to the mood and meaning of the poem?
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Take notes, answer ques�ons, and/or pose ques�on to extend your understanding
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Extend understanding as you read addi�onal texts.

Ac�on Descrip�on

Compare and
connect texts and
ideas.

Compare texts and/or synthesize ideas to build knowledge.

Answer the ques�on to compare texts.

Ques�on:
1. Why might Achebe allude to this poem in the text and �tle of Things

Fall Apart?

Take notes, answer ques�ons, and/or pose ques�on to extend your understanding
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W
hat is the ques�on?
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Before the D
iscussion

Form
 Claim

s

Review
 the unit texts and your com

pleted tools and notes. As you review, record and organize your thinking as the first step in form
ing a claim

.

List a detail or evidence related to the ques�on.
Include a parenthe�cal cita�on.

W
hat do you understand about the text from

 this detail or
evidence? W

hat conclusions can you draw
?

How
 do your conclusions relate to the ques�on?  
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List a detail or evidence related to the ques�on.
Include a parenthe�cal cita�on.

W
hat do you understand about the text from

 this detail or
evidence? W

hat conclusions can you draw
?

How
 do your conclusions relate to the ques�on?  

86



D
iscussion Tool

10D
3_S4_L5_A

6_D
T

 

W
hat connec�ons exist am

ong your understandings and conclusions?
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Form
 a claim

 in response to the ques�on. Rem
em

ber, a claim
 is an opinion or conclusion that is supported by evidence.
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Gather and O
rganize Evidence

Gather and organize evidence to support your claim
. U

se the chart to help you. Rem
em

ber to cite your evidence using M
LA form

at.

Evidence + Parenthe�cal Cita�on
How

 does this evidence support m
y claim

?
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Evidence + Parenthe�cal Cita�on
How

 does this evidence support m
y claim

?
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D
uring the D

iscussion
Take notes and record the claim

s, evidence, and explana�ons shared during the discussion.

Claim
Evidence and Explana�on
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Claim
Evidence and Explana�on

Based on your notes, sum
m

arize the discussion, including the points of agreem
ent and disagreem

ent am
ong your peers.
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Section Diagnostic Checklist
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Sec�on 4: Lesson 5
Students engage in a whole-class discussion about the ques�on: What are themes of Things Fall Apart?
How are those themes developed?

Reading Look-Fors Discussion Look-Fors

How well does the
student determine
themes of Things Fall
Apart and analyze how
they are developed?

How well does the
student use examples,
and evidence to
develop a response
for a discussion?

How well does the
student use
appropriate and
purposeful language
and strategies to
communicate to
various audiences?

Student Name Score (✓+, ✓, ✓-, IE)
and Comments

Score (✓+, ✓, ✓-, IE)
and Comments

Score (✓+, ✓, ✓-, IE)
and Comments
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Reading Look-Fors Discussion Look-Fors

How well does the
student determine
themes of Things Fall
Apart and analyze how
they are developed?

How well does the
student use examples,
and evidence to
develop a response
for a discussion?

How well does the
student use
appropriate and
purposeful language
and strategies to
communicate to
various audiences?

Student Name Score (✓+, ✓, ✓-, IE)
and Comments

Score (✓+, ✓, ✓-, IE)
and Comments

Score (✓+, ✓, ✓-, IE)
and Comments
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Reading Look-Fors Discussion Look-Fors

How well does the
student determine
themes of Things Fall
Apart and analyze how
they are developed?

How well does the
student use examples,
and evidence to
develop a response
for a discussion?

How well does the
student use
appropriate and
purposeful language
and strategies to
communicate to
various audiences?

Student Name Score (✓+, ✓, ✓-, IE)
and Comments

Score (✓+, ✓, ✓-, IE)
and Comments

Score (✓+, ✓, ✓-, IE)
and Comments

Score Performance Descriptors

✓+ (3) Meets Criteria: Student has successfully built the knowledge, skill, or habit indicated
by the look-for.

✓  (2) Con�nue Prac�ce: Student should con�nue building the knowledge, skill, or habit
indicated by the look-for.

✓- (1) Needs Support: Student would benefit from addi�onal instruc�on to build the
knowledge, skill, or habit indicated by the look-for.

IE  (0) Insufficient Evidence: Student did not respond to the prompt and/or did not provide
enough of a response to evaluate.
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Name Date

Reading and Writing
Reading and Wri�ng Score: ______ x2

Meets Criteria (3) Con�nue Prac�ce (2) Needs Support (1) Insufficient
Evidence (0)

Student demonstrates
success determining the
meaning of text(s) by
accurately analyzing
and/or synthesizing
ideas within and across
texts.

Student demonstrates
success forming a valid
and evidence-based
posi�on, response, or
focus.

Student demonstrates
success developing
suppor�ng claims or
points logically with
relevant and sufficient
textual evidence.
 
Student demonstrates
success organizing
wri�ng so that it is clear
and coherent.
 
Student
demonstrates success es
tablishing and
maintaining an effec�ve
style.

Student demonstrates
some success
determining the meaning
of text(s) by  accurately
analyzing and/or
synthesizing ideas within
and across texts.

Student demonstrates
some success developing
 a valid and evidence-
based posi�on, response,
or focus.

Student demonstrates
some success developing
 suppor�ng claims or
points logically with
relevant and sufficient
textual evidence.

Student demonstrates
some success  organizing
wri�ng so that it is clear
and coherent.

Student demonstrates
some success establishing
and maintaining an
effec�ve style.

Student demonstrates
minimal success
determining the meaning
of text(s) by analyzing
and/or synthesizing ideas
within and across texts.

Student demonstrates
minimal success
developing a valid and
evidence-based posi�on,
response, or focus.

Student demonstrates
minimal  success
developing suppor�ng
claims or points logically
with relevant and
sufficient textual
evidence.

Student demonstrates
minimal success
organizing wri�ng so that
it is clear and coherent.

Student demonstrates
minimal success
establishing and
maintaining an effec�ve
style.

No a�empt
made or not
enough to
evaluate.
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Conventions
Conven�ons Score: ______

Meets Criteria (3) Con�nue Prac�ce (2) Needs Support (1) Insufficient
Evidence (0)

Student demonstrates
success using correct
and effec�ve syntax,
usage, and mechanics to
clearly communicate
ideas.

Student demonstrates
some success using
correct and effec�ve
syntax, usage, and
mechanics to clearly
communicate ideas.

Student demonstrates
minimal success using
correct and effec�ve
syntax, usage, and
mechanics to clearly
communicate ideas.

No a�empt
made or not
enough to
evaluate.

Total score: _______/9

Comments:  

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
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W
hat is the ques�on?
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D
uring the D

iscussion
Take notes and record the claim

s, evidence, and explana�ons shared during the discussion.

Claim
Evidence and Explana�on
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Claim
Evidence and Explana�on
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Claim
Evidence and Explana�on
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Based on your notes, sum
m

arize the discussion, including the points of agreem
ent and disagreem

ent am
ong your peers.
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