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Text:
__________________________________________________

Establish understanding when you first view a text.

Ac�on Descrip�on

View the images. Before viewing the text, make note of important informa�on about the image,
such as the �tle. Then view the text with the reading focus in mind.

React to the
images.

Answer the ques�ons about the images.

Ques�ons:
1. Who/what is this an image of? Describe the main subject of the

image.
2. What elements or details seem important?
3. What informa�on does the �tle add to the meaning of the image?
4. What is the meaning of the image as a whole? Summarize the

message in one or two sentences.

Take notes, answer ques�ons, and/or pose ques�ons below to deepen your understanding.
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Deepen understanding when you view a text again.

Ac�on Descrip�on

A�end to
the details in the
images.

Answer the ques�ons about the details of the images.

Ques�on/Ques�ons:
1. Where do you see elements of American and/ or Chinese culture in

the images?
2. Describe the appearance and ac�ons of men and boys in the images.
3. Describe the appearance and ac�ons of women and girls in the

images.

Determine and
analyze the
meaning, purpose,
and perspec�ve of
the image.

Think deeply about your analysis and evalua�on. What does the image mean?
What is the purpose of the image? How do the details, informa�on, and
effects contribute to your understanding of the meaning of the image?

Answer the ques�ons about the meaning of the text.

Ques�on/Ques�ons:
1. What do the images reveal about China?
2. What common themes emerge throughout the images?

Take notes, answer ques�ons, and/or pose ques�ons below to deepen your understanding.
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Extend understanding as you read and/or view addi�onal texts.

Ac�on Descrip�on

Compare and
connect texts and
ideas.

Compare texts and/or synthesize ideas to build knowledge.

Answer the ques�on to compare texts.

Ques�on/Ques�ons:
1. How does each text contrast men and women?
2. How does each text contrast America and China?
3. How does this connect to possible central ideas of each text?

Take notes, answer ques�ons, and/or pose ques�ons below to deepen your understanding.
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What do you understand about the image? Provide evidence to support your response.

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
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Culm
ina�ng Task Prom

pt

How
 does gaining a deeper aw

areness of others’ experiences allow
 characters in The Joy Luck Club to change their percep�ons?

W
rite a narra�ve essay in w

hich you choose a story from
 one chapter of The Joy Luck Club to tell from

 a different character’s perspec�ve.  U
se

correct and effec�ve w
ords, phrases, syntax, usage, and m

echanics to clearly com
m

unicate your narra�ve.  

Be sure to:
Analyze how

 the narrator's perspec�ve influenced the developm
ent of ideas in and understanding of your chosen chapter's them

es.
Establish a context specific to your new

 chosen character’s perspec�ve and a narra�ve point of view
.

Group and sequence sentences and paragraphs to create a coherent narra�ve.
U

se descrip�ons, devices, and techniques to develop your narra�ve.
Develop and m

aintain an appropriate style.
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Preview
 the Culm

inating Task Prom
pt

Read the culm
ina�ng task prom

pt. Then answ
er the ques�ons.

W
hat is the focus of the culm

ina�ng task? W
hat do you already know

 about the focus?
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W
hat do you need to know

 to be successful w
hen you com

plete the culm
ina�ng task?
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W
hat skills do you need to build in the guidebook unit to be successful w

hen you com
plete the culm

ina�ng task?
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W
hat habits do you need to prac�ce in the guidebook unit to be successful w

hen you com
plete the culm

ina�ng task?
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A
nalyze the Culm

inating Task Prom
pt

Read the culm
ina�ng task prom

pt. Then answ
er the ques�ons.

W
hat kind of prom

pt is this?
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ents m
ust be included in your w

ork?
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W
hat are your goals for the task? For exam

ple: Dem
onstrate know

ledge, establish and m
aintain an effec�ve style, organize m

y ideas so m
y

reader can clearly understand m
y ideas.
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Brainstorm
Read the culm

ina�ng task prom
pt. Review

 the texts, notes, and tools you’ve w
orked w

ith throughout the unit. Then answ
er the ques�ons to

determ
ine a focus for your w

ork.

W
hich chapter from

 the text w
ould you like to rew

rite? W
hat is the them

e of this chapter?
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W
hich new

 character w
ould you like to be the narrator of your rew

ri�en chapter? How
 w

ill you use this narrator to develop the them
e?
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W
hat are the characteris�cs of your new

 narrator’s w
ri�ng style?  How

 w
ill you use w

ords and phrases to develop this narrator’s style in your
w

ri�ng?
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How
 w

ill the chapter change as a result of being w
ri�en from

 the point of view
 of your chosen new

 narrator? W
hat w

ill stay the sam
e?
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O
utlining

O
utline your narra�ve by com

ple�ng the storyboard below
.

Establish Context and N
arrative Point of View

Answ
er the ques�ons w

ith w
ords or pictures to establish a context and narra�ve point of view

 for your narra�ve.

1. W
here w

ill the narra�ve take place? Describe the se�
ng.

2. W
hat is the �m

e period of the narra�ve?
3. W

hat �m
e of year does the narra�ve take place?

4. W
ho is telling the story? Describe the narrator.

5. From
 w

hat point of view
 w

ill the narra�ve be told?
6. How

 know
ledgeable is the narrator about the events of the narra�ve?

7. How
 trustw

orthy is the narrator?
8. W

hat inform
a�on does the reader need to know

 about the narrator?
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N
otes and Ideas

N
otes and Ideas
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O
utlining

O
utline the structure of your narra�ve using the plot diagram

 or flow
chart.
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Skill and H
abit Reflection

List the goals for the task from
 the analyze the culm

ina�ng task prom
pt sec�on. Review

 your partner’s final product. Evaluate how
 w

ell your
partner accom

plished each goal. Place an “X” under the descrip�on w
hich best fits each goal.

Task Goals

M
y partner

fully
accom

plished
the goal.

M
y partner
m

ostly
accom

plished
the goal.

M
y partner

par�ally
accom

plished
the goal.

M
y partner did

not accom
plish

the goal.
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W
hat are the strengths of your partner’s essay?
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Ask your partner: W
hat m

ost helped you create your essay?
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Ask your partner: W
hat w

as m
ost diffi

cult in crea�ng your essay?
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How
 can your partner im

prove the essay?

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
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_
_
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_
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Set one or m
ore goals for your next task.

_
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Part O
ne: Feathers from

 A Thousand Li Aw
ay

Analyze the rela�onships am
ong the details of The Joy Luck Club to deepen your understanding of the characters. U

se the chart to help
you. Rem

em
ber to use M

LA form
at to cite quota�ons from

 texts.

O
bserva�on/Evidence that reveals

inform
a�on about character and/ or style.

How
 does this develop the character’s

perspec�ve and style?
N

arrator/ Chapter Title

EXAM
PLE:

“They look up and laugh at m
e, alw

ays tardy,
a child s�ll at thirty-six” (Tan 29).

EXAM
PLE:

Jing-M
ei view

s herself realis�cally, but she
also o�en puts herself dow

n. This
dem

onstrates her hum
ility as a narrator.

EXAM
PLE:

Jing-M
ei; “The Joy Luck Club”
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O
bserva�on/Evidence that reveals

inform
a�on about character and/ or style.

How
 does this develop the character’s

perspec�ve and style?
N

arrator/ Chapter Title
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Part Tw
o: The Tw

enty-Six M
alignant Gates

Analyze the rela�onships am
ong the details of The Joy Luck Club to deepen your understanding of the characters. U

se the chart to help you.
Rem

em
ber to use M

LA form
at to cite quota�ons from

 texts.

O
bserva�on/Evidence that reveals

inform
a�on about character and/ or style.

How
 does this develop the character’s

perspec�ve and style?
N

arrator/ Chapter Title

EXAM
PLE:

“They look up and laugh at m
e, alw

ays tardy,
a child s�ll at thirty-six” (Tan 29).

EXAM
PLE:

Jing-M
ei view

s herself realis�cally, but she
also o�en puts herself dow

n. This
dem

onstrates her hum
ility as a narrator.

EXAM
PLE:

Jing-M
ei
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O
bserva�on/Evidence that reveals

inform
a�on about character and/ or style.

How
 does this develop the character’s

perspec�ve and style?
N

arrator/ Chapter Title
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Part Three: Am
erican Transla�on

Analyze the rela�onships am
ong the details of The Joy Luck Club to deepen your understanding of the characters. U

se the chart to help you.
Rem

em
ber to use M

LA form
at to cite quota�ons from

 texts.

O
bserva�on/Evidence that reveals

inform
a�on about character and/ or style.

How
 does this develop the character’s

perspec�ve and style? How
 does Tan use

this narra�ve  to develop a them
e?

N
arrator/ Chapter Title

EXAM
PLE:

“And then it occurs to m
e. They are

frightened. In m
e, they see their ow

n
daughters, just as ignorant, just as unm

indful
of all the truths and hopes they have brought
to Am

erica…
 They see daughters w

ho w
ill

bear grandchildren born w
ithout any

connec�ng hope passed from
 genera�on to

genera�on.” (Tan 31).

EXAM
PLE:

Jing-M
ei con�nues to be very realis�c in her

observa�ons and understanding of others.
Just as she is honest about her percep�on
of herself, she has a strong intui�on of
other’s feelings. This observa�on develops
the central idea that it is necessary to learn
about a parent’s life experiences in order to
gain a deeper understanding of their
character and life.  

EXAM
PLE:

Jing-M
ei; “The Joy Luck Club”
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O
bserva�on/Evidence that reveals

inform
a�on about character and/ or style.

How
 does this develop the character’s

perspec�ve and style? How
 does Tan use

this narra�ve  to develop a them
e?

N
arrator/ Chapter Title
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Part Four: Q
ueen M

other of the W
estern Skies

Analyze the rela�onships am
ong the details of The Joy Luck Club to deepen your understanding of the characters. U

se the chart to help you.
Rem

em
ber to use M

LA form
at to cite quota�ons from

 texts.

O
bserva�on/Evidence that reveals

inform
a�on about character and/ or style.

How
 does this develop the character’s

perspec�ve and style? How
 does Tan use

this narra�ve  to develop a them
e?

N
arrator/ Chapter Title

EXAM
PLE:

“And then it occurs to m
e. They are

frightened. In m
e, they see their ow

n
daughters, just as ignorant, just as unm

indful
of all the truths and hopes they have brought
to Am

erica…
 They see daughters w

ho w
ill

bear grandchildren born w
ithout any

connec�ng hope passed from
 genera�on to

genera�on.” (Tan 31).

EXAM
PLE:

Jing-M
ei con�nues to be very realis�c in her

observa�ons and understanding of others.
Just as she is honest about her percep�on
of herself, she has a strong intui�on of
other’s feelings. This observa�on develops
the central idea that it is necessary to learn
about a parent’s life experiences in order to
gain a deeper understanding of their
character and life.  

EXAM
PLE:

Jing-M
ei; “The Joy Luck Club”
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O
bserva�on/Evidence that reveals

inform
a�on about character and/ or style.

How
 does this develop the character’s

perspec�ve and style? How
 does Tan use

this narra�ve  to develop a them
e?

N
arrator/ Chapter Title
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Draw
 a diagram

 depic�ng how
 the characters interact w

ith and are connected to each m
other in The Joy Luck Club. U

se the exam
ple to get

started.
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Deepen your understanding of narra�ve w
ri�ng. Take note of details about w

hat m
akes a quality narra�ve or narra�ve w

riter. Rem
em

ber to
use M

LA form
at to cite quota�ons from

 texts.

Preface to the 30th Anniversary Edi�on of The Joy Luck Club

Guiding Q
ues�ons

Responses

Tan w
rites, "Fic�on is a portal to a deeper understanding of

m
yself..." Explain this quote using evidence from

 your
reading.
According to Tan, how

 are experiences linked to storytelling?
How

 does Tan use experiences to create stories?
How

 do others influence our stories?  
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W
hat inform

a�on does this text provide about quality narra�ve
w

ri�ng and/or w
riters?

W
hat does this m

ean for narra�ve w
ri�ng?

(Q
uota�on from

 text)

W
hat inform

a�on does this text provide about quality narra�ve
w

ri�ng and/or w
riters?

W
hat does this m

ean for narra�ve w
ri�ng?

(Explana�on of Q
uota�on)

[EXAM
PLE:]

“Fic�on is a portal to a deeper understanding of m
yself…

” (Tan xiii)
[EXAM

PLE:]
This quota�on reveals that Am

y Tan believes that w
ri�ng can lead

one to a deeper understanding of them
selves. This reveals that

narra�ve w
ri�ng and storytelling should challenge an author to think

deeply about their personal stories and lessons they can learn by
sharing them

.
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W
hat inform

a�on does this text provide about quality narra�ve
w

ri�ng and/or w
riters?

W
hat does this m

ean for narra�ve w
ri�ng?

(Q
uota�on from

 text)

W
hat inform

a�on does this text provide about quality narra�ve
w

ri�ng and/or w
riters?

W
hat does this m

ean for narra�ve w
ri�ng?

(Explana�on of Q
uota�on)
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“I Stand Here Ironing”

Guiding Q
ues�ons

Responses

How
 does the author develop the character of Em

ily?
How

 does the author develop the character of the m
other?

W
hat is the author saying about m

otherhood?

W
hat inform

a�on does this text provide about quality narra�ve
w

ri�ng and/or w
riters?

W
hat does this m

ean for narra�ve w
ri�ng?

(Q
uota�on from

 text)

W
hat inform

a�on does this text provide about quality narra�ve
w

ri�ng and/or w
riters?

W
hat does this m

ean for narra�ve w
ri�ng?

(Explana�on of Q
uota�on)
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W
hat inform

a�on does this text provide about quality narra�ve
w

ri�ng and/or w
riters?

W
hat does this m

ean for narra�ve w
ri�ng?

(Q
uota�on from

 text)

W
hat inform

a�on does this text provide about quality narra�ve
w

ri�ng and/or w
riters?

W
hat does this m

ean for narra�ve w
ri�ng?

(Explana�on of Q
uota�on)
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“W
hat ‘W

hite Food’ M
eant to a First Genera�on Kid”

Guiding Q
ues�ons

Responses

W
hat does "w

hite food" com
e to sym

bolize for the narrator
and her fam

ily?
How

 does the author create im
agery of "w

hite food" to
reveal truths about Am

erica?
W

hat them
es does Ko develop throughout the text?

How
 does Ko develop a them

e through the narra�ve text?

W
hat inform

a�on does this text provide about quality narra�ve
w

ri�ng and/or w
riters?

W
hat does this m

ean for narra�ve w
ri�ng?

(Q
uota�on from

 text)

W
hat inform

a�on does this text provide about quality narra�ve
w

ri�ng and/or w
riters?

W
hat does this m

ean for narra�ve w
ri�ng?

(Explana�on of Q
uota�on)

36



N
arrative U

nderstanding Tool
09D

3_S01_L03_A
04_U

T

 

W
hat inform

a�on does this text provide about quality narra�ve
w

ri�ng and/or w
riters?

W
hat does this m

ean for narra�ve w
ri�ng?

(Q
uota�on from

 text)

W
hat inform

a�on does this text provide about quality narra�ve
w

ri�ng and/or w
riters?

W
hat does this m

ean for narra�ve w
ri�ng?

(Explana�on of Q
uota�on)
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Evoking and M
easuring Iden�fica�on w

ith N
arra�ve Characters

Guiding Q
ues�ons

Responses

W
hat is “iden�fica�on”?

How
 can iden�fica�on w

ith a narra�ve im
pact a reader?

W
hat are different w

ays a w
riter can help engage and

iden�fy a reader?
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W
hat inform

a�on does this text provide about quality narra�ve
w

ri�ng and/or w
riters?

W
hat does this m

ean for narra�ve w
ri�ng?

(Q
uota�on from

 text)

W
hat inform

a�on does this text provide about quality narra�ve
w

ri�ng and/or w
riters?

W
hat does this m

ean for narra�ve w
ri�ng?

(Explana�on of Q
uota�on)
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O
utline your narra�ve by com

ple�ng the storyboard below
.

Establish Context and N
arrative Point of View

Answ
er the ques�ons w

ith w
ords or pictures to establish a context and narra�ve point of view

 for your narra�ve.

1. W
here w

ill the narra�ve take place? Describe the se�
ng.

2. W
ho is telling the story? Describe the narrator.

3. From
 w

hat point of view
 w

ill the narra�ve be told?
4. How

 know
ledgeable is the narrator about the events of the narra�ve?

5. How
 trustw

orthy is the narrator?
6. W

hat inform
a�on does the reader need to know

 about the narrator?
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N
otes and Ideas
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Section Diagnostic Checklist
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Sec�on 1: Lesson 7
How does Tan use words and phrases to create a unique style for each narrator? How did the
experiences of the mother in “I Stand Here Ironing” shape her daughter’s life? How do the experiences
of the mothers in The Joy Luck Club shape their daughter’s lives (i.e. An-Mei’s mother)?  How do Tan’s
experiences shape her wri�ng?

Reading Look-Fors Discussion Look-Fors

How well does
the student
analyze Tan’s use
of words and
phrases to
create unique
narra�ve voices?

How well does
the student
analyze the
influence of life
events on a
person’s
perspec�ve? 

How well does
the student
analyze how a
narrator's/autho
r’s perspec�ve
influences the
development of
ideas in and their
understanding of
a text's themes
or central ideas?

How well does
the student
analyze
rela�onships
among the
details of a text
and how they
develop a
narrator's or
speaker's point
of view?

Student Name Score (✓+, ✓,
✓-, IE) and
Comments

Score (✓+, ✓,
✓-, IE) and
Comments

Score (✓+, ✓,
✓-, IE) and
Comments

Score (✓+, ✓,
✓-, IE) and
Comments
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Reading Look-Fors Discussion Look-Fors

How well does
the student
analyze Tan’s use
of words and
phrases to
create unique
narra�ve voices?

How well does
the student
analyze the
influence of life
events on a
person’s
perspec�ve?

How well does
the student
analyze how a
narrator's/autho
r’s perspec�ve
influences the
development of
ideas in and their
understanding of
a text's themes
or central ideas?

How well does
the student
analyze
rela�onships
among the
details of a text
and how they
develop a
narrator's or
speaker's point
of view?

Student Name Score (✓+, ✓,
✓-, IE) and
Comments

Score (✓+, ✓,
✓-, IE) and
Comments

Score (✓+, ✓,
✓-, IE) and
Comments

Score (✓+, ✓,
✓-, IE) and
Comments
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Reading Look-Fors Discussion Look-Fors

How well does
the student
analyze Tan’s use
of words and
phrases to
create unique
narra�ve voices?

How well does
the student
analyze the
influence of life
events on a
person’s
perspec�ve?

How well does
the student
analyze how a
narrator's/autho
r’s perspec�ve
influences the
development of
ideas in and their
understanding of
a text's themes
or central ideas?

How well does
the student
analyze
rela�onships
among the
details of a text
and how they
develop a
narrator's or
speaker's point
of view?

Student Name Score (✓+, ✓,
✓-, IE) and
Comments

Score (✓+, ✓,
✓-, IE) and
Comments

Score (✓+, ✓,
✓-, IE) and
Comments

Score (✓+, ✓,
✓-, IE) and
Comments
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Score Performance Descriptors

✓+ (3) Meets Criteria: Student has successfully built the knowledge, skill, or habit indicated
by the look-for.

✓  (2) Con�nue Prac�ce: Student should con�nue building the knowledge, skill, or habit
indicated by the look-for.

✓- (1) Needs Support: Student would benefit from addi�onal instruc�on to build the
knowledge, skill, or habit indicated by the look-for.

IE  (0) Insufficient Evidence: Student did not respond to the prompt and/or did not provide
enough of a response to evaluate.
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Text: Ba�le Hymn of the Tiger Mother: On Genera�onal Decline

Establish understanding when you first read a text.

Ac�on Descrip�on

Approach the text. Based on the �tle, what do you know about the text?

Read the text. 1. Before reading the text, make note of important informa�on about
the text. Then read the text with the reading focus in mind.

React to the text. Summarize/paraphrase the text.

Take notes, answer ques�ons, and/or pose ques�ons below to deepen your understanding.
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Deepen understanding when you reread a text.

Ac�on Descrip�on

Evaluate the
informa�on of the
text.

Think deeply about your understanding and conclusions. Evaluate the
accuracy, relevance, and credibility of informa�on in the text, including the
posi�on of the author. Consider the argument, organiza�on and structure,
and evidence.

Answer the ques�ons to evaluate the informa�on of the text.

Ques�on/Ques�ons:
On Genera�onal Decline

1. What is Chua’s claim concerning immigrants and their children/
grandchildren?

2. How does she use details and evidence throughout the chapter to
support her claim?

Take notes, answer ques�ons, and/or pose ques�ons below to deepen your understanding.
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Text: Ba�le Hymn of the Tiger Mother: The Chinese Mother

Establish understanding when you first read a text.

Ac�on Descrip�on

Read the text. Before reading the text, make note of important informa�on about the text.
Then read the text with the reading focus in mind.

React to the text. 1. Summarize/paraphrase the text.

Take notes, answer ques�ons, and/or pose ques�ons below to deepen your understanding.
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Deepen understanding when you reread a text.

Ac�on Descrip�on

Determine and
analyze the
meaning, purpose,
and perspec�ve of
the text.

Think deeply about your analysis and evalua�on. What do the author’s
choices reveal about the author’s perspec�ve? What does the text mean?

Answer the ques�ons about the perspec�ve of the author and the meaning of
the text.

Ques�on/Ques�ons:
1. According to Chua, what is a "Chinese Mother"?
2. What factors do cultural differences play in the raising of children?

Take notes, answer ques�ons, and/or pose ques�ons below to deepen your understanding.
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Extend understanding as you read addi�onal texts.

Ac�on Descrip�on

Compare and
connect texts and
ideas.

Compare texts and/or synthesize ideas to build knowledge.

Answer the ques�ons to compare texts.

Ques�ons:
1. Do Waverly and Lindo Jong support Chua’s claim in “On Genera�onal

Decline” about immigrants and their children and grandchildren?
Support your response with evidence from the text.

2. Would Chua classify Ying Ying St. Clair or Lindo Jong as a “Chinese
mother”? Why or why not?

3. Do Lena and Ying Ying St. Clair support Chua’s claim in “On
Genera�onal Decline” about immigrants and their children and
grandchildren? Support your response with evidence from the text.

4. Do Rose and An-Mei Hsu support Chua’s claim in “On Genera�onal
Decline” about immigrants and their children and grandchildren?
Support your response with evidence from the text.

5. Do Jing-Mei and Suyuan Woo Jong support Chua’s claim in “On
Genera�onal Decline” about immigrants and their children and
grandchildren? Support your response with evidence from the text.

6. Would Chua classify An-Mei Hsu or Suyuan Woo Jong as a “Chinese
mother”? Why or why not?

Take notes, answer ques�ons, and/or pose ques�ons below to deepen your understanding.
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What do you understand about the text? Provide evidence to support your response.

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
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W
hat is the prom

pt?
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Analyze the texts. Record your responses below
.

List a detail or evidence related to the prom
pt.

Include a parenthe�cal cita�on.

W
hat do you understand about the text from

 this detail or
evidence? W

hat conclusions can you draw
?

How
 do your conclusions relate to the prom

pt?  
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Include a parenthe�cal cita�on.
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hat do you understand about the text from

 this detail or
evidence? W

hat conclusions can you draw
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How
 do your conclusions relate to the prom
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W
hat connec�ons exist am

ong your understandings and conclusions?
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Form
 a claim

 in response to the prom
pt. Rem

em
ber, a claim

 is an opinion or conclusion that is supported by evidence.
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Name Date

Sec�on 2: Lesson 4
Do the main characters in The Joy Luck Club accurately reflect Chua’s beliefs about “genera�onal decline”
in the children of immigrants?  Explain your answer using evidence from the texts.

Reading Look-Fors ✓+
(3) ✓ (2) ✓- (1) IE (0)

How well does the student analyze Chua’s claims about the
children and grandchildren of immigrants in The Ba�le
Hymn of the Tiger Mother?

How well does the student analyze the character and
mo�va�on of the four pairs of mothers and daughters in
The Joy Luck Club?

Reading Score: ________ /6
Comments:

Score Performance Descriptors

✓+ (3) Meets Criteria: Student has successfully built the knowledge, skill, or habit indicated by
the look-for.

✓  (2) Con�nue Prac�ce: Student should con�nue building the knowledge, skill, or habit
indicated by the look-for.

✓- (1) Needs Support: Student would benefit from addi�onal instruc�on to build the
knowledge, skill, or habit indicated by the look-for.

IE  (0) Insufficient Evidence: Student did not respond to the prompt and/or did not provide
enough of a response to evaluate.

59



Section Diagnostic Checklist
09D3_S02_L04_A04_DX

 

Wri�ng Look-Fors ✓+
(3)

✓

(2)
✓-
(1)

IE
(0)

Develop
ideas:
Develop
ideas and
reasoning;
Analyze
rela�onshi
ps:
Developm
ent of
ideas;Orga
nize ideas:
Narra�ve
structure

Students use examples, evidence, descrip�ons,
devices, techniques, visuals/graphics, and
mul�media elements to develop arguments,
analyses, explana�ons, narra�ves, and
presenta�ons.

Students analyze rela�onships among the details
of a text and how they develop ideas..

Students group and sequence sentences and
paragraphs to create a coherent narra�ve.

Wri�ng Score: ________ /9
Comments:

Score Performance Descriptors

✓+ (3) Meets Criteria: Student has successfully built the knowledge, skill, or habit indicated by
the look-for.

✓  (2) Con�nue Prac�ce: Student should con�nue building the knowledge, skill, or habit
indicated by the look-for.

✓- (1) Needs Support: Student would benefit from addi�onal instruc�on to build the
knowledge, skill, or habit indicated by the look-for.

IE  (0) Insufficient Evidence: Student did not respond to the prompt and/or did not provide
enough of a response to evaluate.
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Establish understanding when you first read a text.

Ac�on Descrip�on

Read the text. Before reading the text, make note of important informa�on about the text.
Then read the text with the reading focus in mind.

React to the text. 1. Summarize/paraphrase the text.

Take notes, answer ques�ons, and/or pose ques�ons below to deepen your understanding.
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Deepen understanding when you reread a text.

Ac�on Descrip�on

Determine and
analyze the
meaning, purpose,
and perspec�ve of
the text.

Think deeply about your analysis and evalua�on. What do the author’s
choices reveal about the author’s perspec�ve?  What does the text mean?
What is its purpose? How do the details, elements, informa�on, and effects
contribute to your understanding of the text’s meaning?

Answer the ques�ons about the meaning of the text.

Ques�on/Ques�ons:
1. What does "white food" come to symbolize for the narrator and her

family?
2. How does the author create imagery of "white food" to reveal truths

about America?
3. How does Ko develop a theme through the narra�ve text?

Take notes, answer ques�ons, and/or pose ques�ons below to deepen your understanding.
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What do you understand about the texts? Provide evidence to support your response.

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
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Name Date

Sec�on 4: Lesson 5
How does learning about the past in The Joy Luck Club allow the mothers and daughters to alter their
percep�ons of one another? Choose one mother and daughter’s experiences from Part Four of The Joy
Luck Club to use to support  your response.

Reading Look-Fors ✓+
(3) ✓ (2) ✓- (1) IE (0)

How well does the student analyze the affect learning
about the past has on the daughters of the Joy Luck Club?

How well does the student analyze how Tan uses words
and phrases to create perspec�ve in The Joy Luck Club?

Reading Score: ________ /6
Comments:

Score Performance Descriptors

✓+ (3) Meets Criteria: Student has successfully built the knowledge, skill, or habit indicated by
the look-for.

✓  (2) Con�nue Prac�ce: Student should con�nue building the knowledge, skill, or habit
indicated by the look-for.

✓- (1) Needs Support: Student would benefit from addi�onal instruc�on to build the
knowledge, skill, or habit indicated by the look-for.

IE  (0) Insufficient Evidence: Student did not respond to the prompt and/or did not provide
enough of a response to evaluate.
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Wri�ng Look-Fors ✓+
(3)

✓

(2)
✓-
(1)

IE
(0)

Students
analyze
rela�onshi
ps among
the details
of a text
and how
they
develop
ideas.

Analyze rela�onships: Development of ideas

Organize ideas: Context and narra�ve point of
view

Analyze perspec�ve: Themes and central ideas

Wri�ng Score: ________ /9
Comments:

Score Performance Descriptors

✓+ (3) Meets Criteria: Student has successfully built the knowledge, skill, or habit indicated by
the look-for.

✓  (2) Con�nue Prac�ce: Student should con�nue building the knowledge, skill, or habit
indicated by the look-for.

✓- (1) Needs Support: Student would benefit from addi�onal instruc�on to build the
knowledge, skill, or habit indicated by the look-for.

IE  (0) Insufficient Evidence: Student did not respond to the prompt and/or did not provide
enough of a response to evaluate.
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Name Date

Writing
Wri�ng Score: ______ x2

Meets Criteria (3) Con�nue Prac�ce (2) Needs Support (1) Insufficient
Evidence (0)

Student
demonstrates success
establishing a context
and a narra�ve point of
view.

Student
demonstrates success
organizing wri�ng so
that it has well-
structured and coherent
sequence of events.

Student
demonstrates success
using narra�ve
techniques, language,
descrip�on, and
structural elements to
develop the wri�ng.

Student
demonstrates success
establishing and
maintaining  an effec�ve
style.

Student demonstrates
some success establishing
a context and a narra�ve
point of view.

Student demonstrates
some success organizing
wri�ng so that it has
well-structured and
coherent sequence of
events.

Student
demonstrates some
success using narra�ve
techniques, language,
descrip�on, and
structural elements to
develop the wri�ng.

Student demonstrates
some success establishing
and maintaining  an
effec�ve style.

Student demonstrates
minimal
success establishing a
context and a narra�ve
point of view.

Student demonstrates
minimal success
organizing wri�ng so that
it has well-structured and
coherent sequence of
events.

Student
demonstrates minimal
success using narra�ve
techniques, language,
descrip�on, and
structural elements to
develop the wri�ng.

Student demonstrates
minimal success
establishing and
maintaining  an effec�ve
style.

No a�empt
made or not
enough to
evaluate.

67



Culminating Task Rubric
09D3_S01_L01_A06_CR

 

Conventions
Conven�ons Score: ______

Meets Criteria (3) Con�nue Prac�ce (2) Needs Support (1) Insufficient
Evidence (0)

Student
demonstrates success
using correct and
effec�ve syntax, usage,
and mechanics to clearly
communicate ideas.

Student demonstrates
some success using
correct and effec�ve
syntax, usage, and
mechanics to clearly
communicate ideas.

Student demonstrates
minimal success using
correct and effec�ve
syntax, usage, and
mechanics to clearly
communicate ideas.

No a�empt
made or not
enough to
evaluate.

Total score: _______/9

Comments:  ___________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
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EX: Read the model. What is the theme? How does the author develop a theme?  As you read the rest of
the piece, highlight the evidence of coherence (clarity, transi�ons, etc.) and development of the theme.>

As you read, ask yourself the following ques�ons
How does this model address the prompt?
How does the writer develop a theme?
What do you no�ce about the organiza�on of the piece?
How does the writer begin and end the piece?

A�er the mee�ng and the stocks, I move to prepare the food. I do not move as I did, as a young girl. I
move slowly with the weight of the many years I’ve lived. As I fold wontons, Jing-Mei enters.
“Aun�e An-Mei, why did the Joy Luck Club start inves�ng in stocks?”
“We used to play mah jong, winner take all. But the same people were always winning, the same people
always losing,” I stuff the wontons with chops�cks as I explain, “You can’t have luck when someone else
has skill. So long �me ago, we decided to invest in the stock market. There’s no skill in that. Even your
mother agreed.”
As I make more wonton, Jing-Mei watches. I have made wonton so many �mes it is a mindless task. My
mind wonders to Suyuan- the reason Jing-Mei is here. My heart races and I feel heat in my cheeks. I
con�nue to talk about the stocks. Not even listening to my own words. I try to clear my head. I know that
Lindo believes we must ask this of Jing-Mei, and so we must. For Suyuan.
I force a smile on my face.
“Time to eat.”
Later as we sit at the mah-jong table, Jing-Mei looks lost. She o�en looks lost.
I spill the �les on the green felt tabletop and explain, “Now we wash �les.
The �les feel familiar. The swirling mo�on is comfor�ng. Lindo’s voice is almost expected as she asks, “Do
you like to win like your mother?”
“I only played a li�le in college with some Jewish friends,” Jing-Mei explains.
Jewish mah jong is not the same as Chinese mah jong.  Lindo is quick to tell Jing-Mei this. She tries to
explain this to her. To tell her how the Chinese way requires strategy. Requires play “using your head.” I
look at Jing-Mei and I see a look I’ve seen before. There is no understanding of what Lindo is saying.
There is no understanding of the Chinese way. I have seen the same look on my daughter’s face many
�mes. American girls do not understand.
We start taking �les. Jing-Mei watches Ying, studying her ac�ons, trying to keep up.
“Your mother was the best, like a pro,” I assure her as I consider my �les.
We begin to play. We talk about the things that make up our lives. Important and unimportant all at
once. Lindo argues with a store clerk. Ying tells about a neighbor’s arrest. This brings my son, arrested
two years ago, to my head. I feel the �le in my hand, focus carefully, discard it. Lin brags about her family
at home. In China. I concentrate harder on my �les.
My daughter. Jing-Mei. They are American. They know America. I am not. But when I go home to China,
all they want is my money. Everyone in my brother’s family s�cks they’re hand out, but I am le� with an
empty palm.
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Lin talks and talks about China. Then she asks Jing-Mei about school. Suyuan told us that JIng-Mei was
going back to college. That she was no longer a college drop-off. But from Jing-Mei’s answer, I can tell
that this is not true.
Suyuan and Lin have compared their daughters since they were babies. But Jing-Mei, she does not want
to be compared. So Suyuan must tell stories to keep up.
As Lin talks, Jing-Mei looks more and more uncomfortable. Her face colors and her frown falls down her
face.
“It’s ge�ng late,” she says as we finish the round. She starts to stand up, to leave. My heart beats harder.
Lin pushes her back in the chair, “Stay, stay. We talk awhile, get to know you again.”
“No, I really must go now, thank you, thank you,” Jing-Mei is all politeness and pretense.
Ying and I glare at each other, faces covered with fear, “But you must stay! We have something important
to tell you, from your mother.”
        The breath whooshes out of my lungs at Ying’s proclama�on. The secret is out now, si�ng on the
table between us all.
        Jing-Mei sits, and I leave to grab a bowl of peanuts and a le�er, wri�en on thin paper, four lines of
Chinese.  When I enter the room, I shut the door. Lin, Ying, and I look at each other and JIng-Mei, we do
not know how to do what we are about to do, but we must do this, for Suyuan.
        Finally, Ying speaks in the broken English we know, “I think your mother die with an important
thought in her mind.”
        Lin and I nod. This is not good for Suyuan to die with something so important le� behind.
        Ying con�nues, more calmly, in Chinese, “Your mother was a very strong woman, a good mother.
She loved you very much, more than her own life. And that’s why you can understand why a mother like
this could never forget her other daughters. She knew they were alive, and before she died she wanted
to find her daughters in China.”
        I see a light in JIng-Mei’s eyes. She knows about Suyuan’s babies. Her family.
        “She had searched for years, wri�en le�ers back and forth,” Ying con�nues, “And last year she got
an address. She was going to tell you father soon. Aii-ya, what a shame. A life�me of wai�ng.”
        “So your aun�es and I, we wrote to this address,” I say, excited and nervous at what we have to
share, “We say that a certain party, your mother, want to meet another certain party. And this party
write back to us. They are your sisters, Jing-Mei.”
        Jing-Mei’s eyes grow as wide as saucers, she is nervous and exited, too. “Sisters,” she murmurs to
herself. So we explain. She must go meet her sisters, for her mother. We have her money. She must go to
China to tell her sisters about her mother. To give her sisters peace. Herself peace. Suyuan peace.
        “See my sisters, tell them about my mother, “ she says distractedly, “What will I say? What can I tell
them about my mother?” I don’t know anything. She was my mother.”
        I think of Rose, my daughter. I think of her husband. Her marriage. Her life without wood. Then a
flash in my mind of my mother. A bowl of red, blood and flesh. A sacrifice greater than a life given.
        “Not know your own mother?” I cry, “How can you say? Your mother is in your bones!”
        “Tell them stories of your family here. How she became success,” Lin adds.
“Tell them stories she told you, lessons she taught, what you know about her mind that has become her
mind,” Ying grows fran�c, “You mother very smart lady.”
        “Her kindness.”
        “Her smartness.”
        “Her du�ful nature to family.”
        “Her hopes, things that ma�er to her.”
        “The excellent dishes she cooked.”
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        “Imagine, a daughter not knowing her own mother,” Lin voices our thoughts.
        And, as I look at Jing-Mei’s face, I know. I see Rose si�ng before me, the same empty look on her
face. The same confusion. She would not know me. She would not tell my story. She would not know
why things can be different for her, and for me. Because of my mother.
        But these things must be told. Must be shared. Rose must not look like Jing-Mei, promising to tell
her sisters everything while she knows nothing. Rose must know how a daughter honors her mother.
Deep in her bones. Deeper than the pain of the flesh. Rose must learn to shout, as I did on that day,
when I lost my mother. She must shout as loud as peasants, scaring away magpies.
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