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• Sustainable Funding for Resident Stipends: Federal Work Study Flexibility

• Legislative and BESE Updates

• Teacher Preparation Quality Rating System

• LDOE updates

Agenda



Sustainable Funding for Resident Stipends:
Federal  Work Study Flexibility
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USED Funding Opportunity

USED has launched an Experimental Sites Initiative (ESI) focused on expanded use of the 
Federal Work-Study (FWS) Program authorized under title IV of the Higher Education Act. 
Participating IHEs would be able to sustainably fund resident stipends as part of a FWS 
program.

In order to  participate, IHEs must submit a letter of interest no later than September 23, 
2019. Letters of interest must be signed by the institution’s President or Chancellor and 
submitted by electronic mail to the following email address: experimentalsites@ed.gov. For 
format and other required information, see “Instructions for Submitting Letters of Interest” 
under SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION.

The Department has circulated an updated template that teacher preparation providers may 
use to be selected for this initiative and track who is applying in order to provide support.

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/05/23/2019-10811/notice-inviting-postsecondary-educational-institutions-to-participate-in-experiments-under-the
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Key Messages from Webinar

• Letter of Interest must include:
• % of students eligible for Pell or FWS
• How the experience is incorporated into the academic program
• If you will address high need employment areas (teaching is one)
• Which university offices will be involved and what role they will play

• Decisions about participation will occur in the Fall
• Schools can either launch immediately, or as soon as is feasible for the university

You can view the entire webinar, here.  Questions about the experiment can be sent to 
experimentalsites@ed.gov 

https://cdnapisec.kaltura.com/index.php/extwidget/preview/partner_id/1155822/uiconf_id/43239991/entry_id/1_j2oa9e3l/embed/dynamic
mailto:experimentalsites@ed.gov


Legislative and BESE Updates
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Legislative Updates

As a result of 2019 legislation, R.S. 17:7.1A.3 allows post-baccalaureate teacher preparation programs to 

conditionally admit candidates with a GPA of less than 2.50. The law also allows the candidates to be 

recommended for initial certification so long as they meet the below requirements:

● Successfully complete an interview with the admissions officer

● Achieve a grade point average of 3.00 or higher in post-baccalaureate program courses by the end 

of his first twelve credit hours (for credit-bearing programs)

● Demonstrate mastery of competencies as required by the program administrator and by the school 

system in which the applicant completes required clinical practice, and satisfactorily completes all 

program requirements as set forth by the state board,  including any requirements for clinical 

practice, at graduation

BESE will consider updates to bring policy into alignment with this new law in August. The Department 
will also disseminate guidance for the interview protocol after BESE considers policy.
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Request for Interview Protocols

We would appreciate your ideas relative to the interview protocol for candidates that do not 
have a 2.50 GPA. Please send any existing candidate interview protocols to 
robert.markle@la.gov by August 9th.  

mailto:robert.markle@la.gov
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Policy Updates

In addition to the legislative update, BESE will consider several updates to PRAXIS exams in August 2019.

Adoption of new PRAXIS Core Academic Skills for Educators: Reading (5713), Writing (5723, and 

Mathematics (5733)

Educational Testing Services (ETS) revised the mathematics portion of the PRAXIS Core Academic Skills 

for Educators to include more content relative to data interpretation, statistics, and probability and less 

content relative to Algebra and Geometry. This change was made because Algebra and Geometry are 

tested in the middle and high school exams. No changes were made to the writing and reading portions 

of the exam. The passing scores for all portions of the PRAXIS core remain the same.  Proposed policy 

adopts the new series. 
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Policy Updates

Adoption of new PRAXIS Teaching Reading Exam (5206)

ETS updated the Teaching Reading exam to better align to the International Literacy Association 

Standards and to highlight the key components of scientifically-based reading instruction: phonemic 

awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension. Proposed policy adopts this exam and the 

passing score of 160. 160 is the recommended passing score by the ETS Multistate Standard-Setting 

Study. 

Adoption of new PRAXIS School Superintendent Assessment (6991)

ETS updated the school superintendent assessment to align to the new Professional Standards for 

Educational Leaders (PSEL) and the National Educational Leadership Preparation (NELP) standards, which 

were developed in 2015 and 2018 respectively. Proposed policy adopts this exam and the passing score 

of 156. 156 is the recommended passing score by the ETS Multistate Standard-Setting Study. 

https://www.literacyworldwide.org/get-resources/standards
https://www.literacyworldwide.org/get-resources/standards
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Policy Updates

In August, BESE will also consider the approval of applications from preparation providers interested in 
offering Mentor Teacher and/or Content Leader training.

Teacher Preparation policy 
Approval of Mentor Teacher and Content Leader applications from the following RFA participants:

○ Associated Professional Educators of Louisiana 
○ McNeese State University
○ National Institute for Excellence in Teaching 
○ Nicholls State University
○ Southern University
○ Southeastern University
○ The Teaching and Learning Center
○ University of Louisiana Lafayette



Teacher Preparation Quality Rating System
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Teacher Preparation Quality Rating System

BESE approved the Teacher Preparation Quality Rating System in June 2017. The quality 
rating system will phase in over a period of five years and will first be used to inform 
continued program approval decisions in winter 2022-2023.

The 2019-2020 academic year is the second and final year of the Learning Phase for the 
Teacher Preparation Quality Rating System. The following slides provide updates relative 
to the key milestones for the 2019-2020 academic year.
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2019-2020 Milestones

Teacher Preparation Quality Rating System

Fall 2019 ● The Teacher Preparation Quality Rating System Advisory Committee will begin 
meeting quarterly to discuss refinements to the Quality Rating System

● The on-site review framework will be updated for use in the 2020-2021 academic 
year

● Four providers will participate in an on-site review

Winter 
2019-2020

● Teacher preparation providers will receive a second, informational performance 
profile

● Teacher preparation providers will provide feedback relative to the website that will 
house the teacher preparation quality rating system data

Spring 
2020

● The Teacher Preparation Quality Rating system website will launch with 
informational data only

● Seven providers will participate in an on-site review
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BESE policy charges the Department with collaborating with higher education experts, the 
BoR, and school system leaders to regularly review the quality rating system and submit a 
report to BESE.

To this end, a group with representation from BESE, the Board of Regents, LACTE, the 
Educator Research Consortium, non-university providers, and district-based providers will 
meet quarterly to discuss refinements to the Teacher Preparation Quality Rating System.

The advisory committee will first meet in August and will discuss the below topics:

• The Meeting Educator Workforce Needs index for district-based providers
• The criteria used to designate schools as high-need and the impact of this criteria on 

rural school systems

BESE will consider a report regarding any proposed policy refinements in winter 2020-2021.

Teacher Preparation Quality Rating System Advisory 
Committee
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In addition to the Teacher Preparation Quality Rating System Advisory Committee, a workgroup with 
representation from the BoR, BESE, teacher preparation providers and school system partners is meeting 
to discuss how the on-site review framework can be strengthened. 

The framework will be updated based upon feedback from this workgroup and used in 2020-2021, 
which is the first year of the first accountability cycle.

The first two meetings of the workgroup were held on May 14 and July 22, respectively. Twenty-three 
preparation providers and two school system leaders attended the first meeting and 18 preparation 
providers attended the second meeting.  

The third meeting of the workgroup will be held in late August at the Department of Education in Baton 
Rouge.

On-site Review Workgroup
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On-Site Reviews

During this final year of the Learning Phase, the remaining 12 teacher preparation providers 
will participate in an on-site review. Class Measures, who will be conducting on-site reviews 
going forward, will schedule in-person orientations with each provider prior to the on-site 
review.  

All on-site reviews for fall 2019 have been scheduled. Class Measures will reach out to 
providers prior to September 2 to schedule on-site reviews for Spring 2020.  
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The last set of milestones for 2019-2020 relate to the release of informational performance 
profiles. Informational performance profiles were shared directly with teacher preparation 
providers in late June 2019, via the File Transfer Protocol (FTP) site.

The Department has reached out to all providers to schedule an individual meeting to discuss 
these profiles.  

A second set of informational performance profiles will be shared this winter. They are being 
updated to reflect feedback received from teacher preparation providers and school system 
leaders at the Teacher Leader Summit. 

Finally, a website with informational and performance metrics is being developed. It will 
launch with informational data only in spring 2020.

Performance Profiles



LDOE Updates
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Preparation providers who have undergraduate programs received formula funds for the 
third and final year in 2018-2019. As a reminder this allocation is made up of several funding 
sources. 

The LDOE will continue paying a $1,000 stipend to mentors of undergraduate residents.

If you received 8(g) funds as part of your formula allocation you must  have spent these 
funds by June 15, 2019, and submit requests for reimbursement by June 22, 2019.  All 
federal fund allocations (IDEA, Title II, TIF) must be spent by September 30, 2019. Failure to 
meet these deadlines will result in a loss of these funds. 

Formula Funds

Please contact Tiffany.Franklin2@la.gov with any questions.

mailto:Tiffany.Franklin2@la.gov
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BESE policy requires the Department of Education to include at least one external reviewer 
for each new teacher preparation program application review.  The Department is seeking 
external reviewers who have higher education experience and who have expertise in one or 
more subject areas.  Compensation will be provided to reviewers for each application 
reviewed.  

The review process will involve reviewing applications, completing a rubric, and participating 
in phone calls with the review team to discuss ratings and recommendations. The review 
process will require a total time commitment of approximately 3-5 hours per application 
between July and September.  

Individuals who are interested in serving as a reviewer should contact Rob Markle at 
robert.markle@la.gov.   

Program Approval: Call for External Reviewers

mailto:robert.markle@la.gov
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Program Approval Timelines

Please contact nicole.bono@la.gov with questions.

If you did not take part in the RFA process in February, but are interested in applying for BESE 

approval of a mentor or content leader training, follow the guidance below for the application 

process.  

Milestone Fall 2019 Spring 2020 Fall 2020

Application submission deadline 8/1/19 2/7/20 7/31/20

Evaluation period 8/1/19 - 

9/13/19

2/7/20 -
3/20/20

7/31/20 -
9/11/20

Notification of evaluation results 9/13/2019 3/20/20 9/11/20

BESE Considers if recommended for 

approval

10/15/2019 4/20/20 10/13/20

mailto:Nicole.Bono@la.gov
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August 13th- Believe and Prepare newsletter

August 28th- Preparation provider webinar

August 19th, 20th, 28th, or 29th- On-Site Review Workgroup (TBD)

Upcoming Events/Deadlines


