
 
 

<Insert Official Letterhead> 
  

<Date> 
 
The Honorable Betsy DeVos 
Secretary of Education 
U.S. Department of Education 
400 Maryland Ave. S.W. 
Washington, DC 20202-5900 
 
  
Dear Secretary DeVos: 
 
<official name of university> is interested in participating in the experiment to test how the following 
changes will increase partnerships between institutions and industry, improve student retention and 
completion, reduce student debt levels, and yield strong post-graduation employment outcomes.   
 
< INSTITUTION NAME> will focus on the following goals and flexibility :   
(1) Removing limits on the portion of an institution's Federal Work-Study (FWS) funds that may support 
students employed by private-sector companies 
(2) increasing the number of hours per week an FWS student who is enrolled in a work-based learning 
program may work 
(3) allowing institutions to pay low-income students for work experiences required by their program, 
with a focus on student teaching.  
 
Educator preparation programs in Louisiana are leading the nation in developing strong, practice-based 
programs for aspiring teachers. In October 2016, the Louisiana Board of Elementary and Secondary 
Education (BESE) adopted updated regulations for the preparation of aspiring teachers. These 
regulations provide for a yearlong classroom residency alongside an experienced mentor teacher, 
coupled with a competency-based curriculum that will provide candidates with the knowledge and skills 
needed in order to be prepared for their first day of teaching. <INSTITUTION NAME> seeks to participate 
in the FWS experiment in order to reduce financial hardship for low-income students and increase 
interest in the field of teaching, which is a high need employment area according to Bright Outlook 
Occupations. 
The following offices or departments from the institution will participate in this experiment: 

● <insert name  of office/department> 
○  <insert description of the office/department’s role as applicable to this work> 

● <insert name  of office/departments> 
○  <insert description of the office/department’s role as applicable to this work> 

● <insert name  of office/departments> 

https://www.onetonline.org/help/bright
https://www.onetonline.org/help/bright


○  <insert description of the office/department’s role as applicable to this work> 
 
 <University name> is an excellent candidate to participate in this experiment, as we already have 
established partnerships with X school systems. In addition, we have X% of our students who are eligible 
for Pell grants, and X% who are eligible for federal work study participation.If selected for participation, 
please contact: 
 
<name of contact person at the institution> 
<mailing address> 
<email address and telephone number>  
 
 
 
 
<Signature of institution's president or chancellor> 
<Office of Postsecondary Education Identification (OPEID) number> 
 
 


