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  Overview 

 

The Louisiana Department of Education is dedicated to ensuring that all students in Louisiana 

have successful teachers in every classroom. SLTs are tools that enable teachers to set 

meaningful goals for academic progress over a given period of time.  

SLTs: 

1. Set an expectation of growth in student achievement over a given period of time 

2. Provide a metric of teacher evaluation  

 

The purpose of this guidebook is to support teachers in identifying appropriate assessments 

that are unique to each content area to use when gathering baseline data and monitoring 

student progress. 
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English Language Arts SLT Guidelines 2019-2020 

What assessments and/or data 
will be used for baseline data?  

K-2 
● Foundational skills assessments from the Tier 1 curriculum 
● Assessments to express understanding of a read aloud 

 
3-12 

● LEAP 2025 scores from a previous year (if available) 
● Tier 1 curriculum-embedded assessments (see Guidebook specific 

examples below): 
○ Previous grade level’s CRT writing sample 
○ Writing portfolio CWT and ET from previous year 

● LEAP 360 diagnostic data 

What assessments and data will 
be used to measure student 
progress?  

K-2 
● Foundational skills assessments from the Tier 1 curriculum 
● Assessments to express understanding of a read aloud 

 
3-12 

● Writing assessments :  1

○ End of unit/module assessments from a Tier 1 
curriculum 

○ LEAP 360 interims  

Other considerations Assessments should be used to 
● determine readiness to read (K-2). 
● measure a student’s ability to express understanding of 

complex, grade-level texts. 
● analyze student error patterns to help the teacher understand 

the student’s source of confusion in order to meet that 
student’s needs with the appropriate supports. 

● evaluate student work samples during planning to make 
instructional decisions.  
 

ELA SLTs should avoid asking teachers to  
● use student assessment data and results to identify “target 

standards” for isolated practice (3-12). 
● use multiple-choice data in isolation to make instructional 

decisions during planning.  
● teach grammar and syntax in isolation. 
● teach writing disconnected from text. 
● use instructional materials, assessments, and programs not 

related to the Tier 1 curriculum.  

1 Writing tasks should be scored using the grade-level and task-specific LEAP 2025 Writing Rubric.  
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Math SLT Guidelines 2019-2020 

What assessments and/or data 
will be used for baseline data?  

K-2 
● Baseline assessment from Tier 1 curriculum 
● GOLD® Scores from pre-K 
● GOLD® KEA 
● DRDP-K 

 
3-12 

● LEAP 2025 data from previous year (if available) 
● LEAP 360 diagnostic data 
● Tier 1 curriculum diagnostic  

What assessments and data will 
be used to measure student 
progress?  

K-2 
● Tier 1 curriculum-embedded assessments (i.e., end of 

unit/module assessments) 
 

3-12 
● Tier 1 curriculum-embedded assessments (i.e., end of 

unit/module assessments) 
● LEAP 360 interim assessments 

Other considerations Math SLTs should avoid asking teachers to 
● pretest content students have not had the opportunity to learn. 
● use instructional materials, assessments, and programs not 

related to the Tier 1 curriculum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 



 

Science SLT Guidelines 2019-2020 

What assessments and/or data 
will be used for baseline data?  

● LEAP 2025 data from previous year (if available) 
● District, school, or teacher-generated assessments that are, 

ideally, phenomenon based and three dimensional (assessment 
items should include at least two dimensions of the standards) 

What assessments and data will 
be used to measure student 
progress?  

K-12 
● Scope and Sequence Documents: anchor phenomenon 

reflection questions and/or sample questions for students to 
investigate 

● EAGLE items or practice test items aligned to standards taught, 
administered immediately following the aligned unit 

● District, school, or teacher-generated assessments that are 
phenomenon based and three dimensional (assessment 
questions should include at least two dimensions of the 
standards) 

  
3 - 8, Biology 

● Grades 3-5: PhD Science end of module assessments 
● Grades 6-8: IQWST or OpenSciEd end of unit assessments  
● Biology: Inquiry Hub transfer tasks  

Other considerations ● Assessment questions and tasks should be centered around 
real-world phenomena and include relevant data, images, and 
texts. 

● Assessment questions and tasks should incorporate two or 
three dimensions of the standards and require students to 
apply scientific content knowledge and skills (e.g., analyzing 
data, using models, designing solutions, engaging in arguments, 
etc.). 

 
Science SLTs should avoid asking teachers to 

● use assessments that are one dimensional and/or are focused 
primarily on content recall. 

● pretest content students have not had the opportunity to learn. 
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Social Studies SLT Guidelines 2019-2020 

What assessments and/or data 
will be used for baseline data?  

K-2 
Writing/oral assessment focused on developing and expressing 
arguments supported by reasons using a teacher-created rubric; 
arguments should be in response to compelling questions  
 
3-12 
Writing assessment focused on developing and expressing arguments 
supported by evidence using the LEAP rubric for extended-response 
items; prompts may be drawn from the scope and sequences, EAGLE, 
the practice tests, or be teacher/district developed based on unit 
content 
 
*Administer baseline assessment at appropriate point in first unit (not 
as a pretest) 

What assessments and data will 
be used to measure student 
progress?  

Portfolio that includes assessments from each unit focused on 
developing and expressing written/oral arguments 

Other considerations  Social studies SLTs should avoid asking teachers to 
● pretest content students have not had the opportunity to learn. 
● target only a small subset of GLEs. 
● use tests focused primarily on content recall. 
● set unrealistic growth targets for writing. 
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