
OpenSciEd Overview

OpenSciEd is an effort among science educators, curriculum developers, teachers and philanthropic foundations to

improve the supply of and demand for high-quality K-12 science instructional materials by producing open-sourced,

freely available instructional materials designed for college and career-ready science standards.

Field Testing and Release of Units

Ten partner states volunteered to join this effort including Louisiana. After the initial development of the OpenSciEd

units, the unit prototypes or field test units undergo rigorous external review and robust field-testing in participating

classrooms across partner states, and the field test units are revised based on the feedback and data collected. The

revised or “complete” units are submitted to the NextGenScience Peer Review Panel and made freely and openly

available to the public upon earning a quality rating.

The OpenSciEd middle school release schedule provides for complete units to release three at a time beginning August

2019 with the entire middle school program (18 units total) fully completed and released by February 2022.

In addition to middle school materials, OpenSciEd is developing a three course sequence for high-school, which will

undergo the same rigorous process of field testing, revision, and external review. Development of high school materials

began in January of 2021 with plans to release the complete sequence of all three courses by January of 2024.

For questions or requests for additional information on the OpenSciEd initiative and/or materials, contact

info@openscied.org.

Middle School OpenSciEd Pilot

Any Louisiana school system can pilot the OpenSciEd middle school curriculum by scheduling an Initial OpenSciEd

Training, designed to build teachers’ familiarity with the structure, approach, and key components of the curriculum.

Guides for piloting OpenSciEd for 6th, 7th, and 8th grade and materials purchasing and professional development

information appear on the K-12 Science Planning Page under “Implement High Quality Pilots.”

To support schools and systems, the Department offers a monthly webinar and office hours. For more information about
the Louisiana field test and pilot and/or the monthly support calls, contact STEM@la.gov.
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