2013-2014 MINIMUM FOUNDATION PROGRAM
MYTHS VS. FACTS
MYTH 1: Public education funding has been cut.
FACT: Funding per student will at least remain constant this year. The MFP establishes the total cost of providing an
education for a student. Then the formula determines the percentages the state and the local districts will each pay
towards that total. When the local share decreases, the state share increases. The state share goes down only if local tax
revenue increases.
MYTH 2: The state contribution to the MFP has remained flat.
FACT: The state’s overall public education spending will increase by nearly $40 million this year, even as the state faces a
$1 billion deficit, because of an increase in students. The Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) did not
increase the per student cost, but the board did vote to maintain the state’s share of the overall cost at 65 percent and
the local contribution at 35 percent.
MYTH 3: Funds for special education, gifted, and talented will be cut.
FACT: Funding for special education, gifted, and talented will not be cut. The MFP is a block grant. Rather than receiving
a dollar amount to spend on specific programs, such as special education, gifted education, and talented education,
districts receive a lump sum. The state is piloting changes in the way it calculates the cost of educating children who
require such services. The pilot policy that was passed by BESE has only 10 percent of its true impact, meaning that
districts typically gain or lose less than $10 per child. All requirements to provide special education, gifted, and talented
services remain.
MYTH 4: Talented programs are being replaced by gifted programs.
FACT: The MFP only calculates the total cost of educating students and provides a block grant to districts. It does not
fund or make rules for specific programs, such as talented education. Individual education plans identify what is needed
for a child and must be funded. In this case, students classified as talented must continue to receive talented education
services.

For additional facts on the 2013-2014 MFP click here.

